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KHALIFA INTERNATIONAL DATE PALM AWARD

# Publication Market Circulation Language P:ge Date
0.

1 | Allttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 12 12 -03-2015
2 | Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 18 12 - 03 - 2015
3 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 22 12 -03-2015
4 | Al Watan UAE 30,000 Arabic 08 12 - 03 - 2015
5 | Al Garbiah News UAE ---- Arabic 03 12 -03-2015
5 | Al lttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 03 15-03 - 2015
6 | Al Khalegj UAE 114,800 Arabic 02 15-03 - 2015
7 | Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 03 15-03 - 2015
8 | Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 16 15-03-2015
9 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 01 15-03 - 2015
10 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 22 15-03-2015
11 | Al Watan UAE 30,000 Arabic 01 15-03 - 2015




12 | Al lttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 17 16 — 03 - 2015
13 | Al Khaleej UAE 114,800 Arabic 16 16 — 03 - 2015
14 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 22 16 — 03 - 2015
15 | Al Watan UAE 30,000 Arabic 05 16 — 03 - 2015
16 | Al Roya UAE | = - Arabic 04-05 16 — 03 - 2015
17 | Khaleej Times UAE 96,151 English 09 16 — 03 - 2015
18 | Gulf News UAE English 09 16 — 03 - 2015
19 | Gulf Time UAE -—-- English 05 16 — 03 - 2015
20 | Al Ittihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 18 17 — 03 - 2015
21 | Al Khalegj UAE 114,800 Arabic 23 17 -03 - 2015
22 | Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 21 17 -03 - 2015
23 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 22 17 -03 - 2015
24 | Al Watan UAE 30,000 Arabic 04 17 - 03 - 2015
25 | AL Roya UAE | = ----- Arabic 02 17 -03 - 2015
26 | WAM UAE Online Arabic - 11- 03- 2015
27 | Al lttihad UAE Online Arabic - 12— 03- 2015
28 | Al Khalegj UAE Online Arabic - 12— 03- 2015




29 | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 12— 03- 2015
30 | Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic - 12— 03- 2015
31 | Emirates Voice UAE Online Arabic - 12— 03- 2015
32 | Soot Al Arab UAE Online Arabic - 12— 03- 2015
33 | Afag Elmiah Jordan Online Arabic -- 12— 03- 2015
34 | WAM UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
35 | WAM UAE Online English - 15-03-2015
36 | WAM UAE Online English - 15-03-2015
37 | Al Khaleej UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
38 | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
39 | Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
40 | Al Wattan UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
41 | Afaq Elmia Jordan Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
42 | Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
43 | Afaq Beeaia Morocco Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
44 | Afaq Beeaia Morocco Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
45 | Al Weaam KSA Online Arabic - 15-03-2015




46 | Al Khaleej Times UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
47 | The National UAE Online Arabic - 15-03-2015
48 | GIASE Report Online English - 15-03-2015
49 | WAM UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
50 | WAM UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
51 | Al lttihad UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
52 | Al Khaleej UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
53 | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
54 | Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
55 | Al Wattan UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
56 | AL Roya UAE Online Arabic - 16-03-2015
57 | Al Khaleej Times UAE Online English - 16-03-2015
58 | The National UAE Online English 16-03-2015
59 | Gulf News UAE Online English - 16-03-2015
60 | Al Ittihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 18 17-03-2015
61 | Al Khaleegj UAE 114,800 Arabic 23 17-03-2015
62 | Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 21 17-03-2015




63 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 22 17-03-2015
64 | Al Watan UAE 30,000 Arabic 04 17-03-2015
65 | AL Roya UAE --- Arabic 02 17-03-2015
66 | Al Ittihad UAE Online Arabic - 17-03-2015
67 | Al lttihad UAE Online Arabic - 17-03-2015
68 | Al Khalegj UAE Online Arabic - 17-03-2015
69 | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 17-03-2015
70 | Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic - 17-03-2015
71 | Al Watan UAE Online Arabic - 17-03-2015
72 | AL Roya UAE Online Arabic - 17-03-2015
73 | Al Ittihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 25 18-03-2015
74 | Al Khalegj UAE 114,800 Arabic 05 18-03-2015
75 | Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 18 18-03-2015
76 | Al Watan UAE 30,000 Arabic 09 18-03-2015
77 | Al lttihad UAE Online Arabic - 18-03-2015
78 | Al Khalegj UAE Online Arabic - 18-03-2015
79 | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 18-03-2015




80 | Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic - 18-03-2015
81 | Al Watan UAE Online Arabic - 18-03-2015
82 | Al Khalegj UAE 114,800 Arabic 15 19-03-2015
83 | Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 05 19-03-2015
84 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 22 19-03-2015
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Al Ain, Liwa oases
get UN recognition

FAO recognises their agricultural heritage systems

Silvia Radan

ABU DHABI - The United Nation’s
Food Agricultural Organisation
(FAO) has recognised Al Ain and
Liwa oases in Abu Dhabi as Glob-
ally Important Agricultural Heri-
tage Systems (GIAHS) sites.

José Graziano da Silva, FAO di-
rector-general, came to Abu Dhabi
personally to hand over the recog-
nition certificate to Shaikh Man-
sour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Presidential Affairs; and Shaikh
Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan,
Minister of Culture, Youth and
Community Development and
president of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award’s (Kidpa) Board
of Trustees, during the Kidpa cer-
emony on Sunday.

“There are 13 countries with
recognised GIAHS sites around
the world, and today we recognise
the date palm systems of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates,” said da Silva.

“For many Arab countries, date
palms are much more than simply
food. They are an integral part of
your history and cultural identity.
Advancing towards the future
while preserving your roots is not
always an easy task, but the UAE
has been able to do that with its
sustainable date palm produc-
tion,” he said.

GIAHS sites are land use sys-
tems and landscapes, which are
rich in biodiversity and evolve
around the relationship between
communities and their land, a re-
lationship that is protective of
those lands and support sustain-
able development.

“The Al Ain and Liwa date palm
systems are excellent examples of
this relationship,” said da Silvia.

“They are home to ancient falaj
irrigation systems that teach us
valuable lessons on how to cope
with water scarcity that can be of
great use as we work for sustain-

Shaikh Mansour bin Zayed receives a gift from José Graziano
da Silva during the Khalifa International Date Palm Award
ceremony in Abu Dhabi on Sunday.. — KT photo by Nezar Balout

able development in the face of
climate change,” he added.

The FAO recognition, for which
the Abu Dhabi government had ap-
plied for last year, was granted as a
result of the emirate implementing
an “active and dynamic conserva-
tion programme”, seeking to revit-
alise the oases through a variety of
measures, such as protection
against urban encroachment, res-
toration of falaj irrigation systems
and re-introduction of traditional
agricultural management.

“These efforts preserve knowl-
edge transmitted through genera-
tions and ensure that ... date palms
continue to mean food security for
the United Arab Emirates,”
stressed da Silvia.

Dates have sustained life in the
oasis of Abu Dhabi for 3,000
years. With agriculture represent-
ing no more than 0.2 per cent of
UAE’s GDP and with food imports
summing up to 95 percent, dates
no longer represent the fruit of
survival, but they have become a
national symbol and a key heri-
tage element of the country.

Kidpa winners
During Sunday’s award ceremony
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for Kidpa 2015 winners, whose
names were announced last
month, Shaikh Nahyan spoke of a
success story so far and pledged to
keep the award on track.

The honoured winners in the five
categories are: Dr Michael Purug-
ganan, New York University-Abu
Dhabi (winner of the Distinguished
Researches and Studies category);
and Oman’s Sultan Gardens and
Farms Affairs (second winner; the
date palm research unit of the UAE
University (first winner of the Dis-
tinguished Producers category
(second place was withheld); Dr.
Muhei Eddin Suleiman, Saudi Ara-
bia (first winner of the Best Tech-
nology category) and Dr Moham-
med Rizk Annan, UAE University,
(second winner; Dr. Nasr Al Jag-
houb and Ahmed Fares Zaki, Pales-
tine (first winner of the Best Devel-
opmental Project) and Coachella
Valley History Museum of Date
Palm, USA (second winner; and
Prof José Romero Faleiro, India
(winner of the Distinguished Per-
sonality).

Each winner receives
Dh300,000 and the runner-up
will get a cheque for Dh200,000.

silvia@khaleejtimes.com
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Haze, dust
and rain

forecast for
next 3 days

DUBAI
Staff Report

fler a brief respite
from hazy and dusty
conditions this week-
end, the weather bureau

| has warned that parts of the

country will again experi-
ence hazy weather with a
chance of scattered rain
over the next three days.

Abu  Dhabi, specifically’

its western part, may ex-
perience partly cloudy and
hazy conditions today, re
ducing horizontal visibility,
according to the weather
bulletin issued by the Na-
tional Centre of Meteorolo-
gy and Sesmology (NCMS).

Weathermen  predicted
scattered showers in the
country by todzy especial-
ly during

evening, except
for Fujairah. This will be
accompanied by moder-
ate winds with speeds of
28km/h to 36km/h.

Residents are advised to
keep umbrellas handy to-
morrow -and  Wednesday
given forecasts for oceasion-
al scattered rain across the
country. Conditions will re-
main dusty in general but the
occasional showers will help
settle the dust.

Conditions at sea are
predicted to be moderately
rough from this evening un-
til Saturday. Motorists have
been advised to be cautious
when driving due to poor
visibility because of dusty
and sandy conditions, and
wet and slippery roads in
some areas due to rain.

# NEWS

Gulf News| Monday, March 16, 2015 | gulfnews.com m

Khalifa International Date

ABUDHABI
By SAMI ZAATARI

Special o Gulf News

he winners of the sev-
enth edition of the
Khalifa International
Date Palm Award were
honoured and their ef-
forts to boost scientific research
on date palms lauded during a
felicitation ceremony.

The seventh edition of the
Khalifa International Date Palm
Award involved its biggest fleld
yet, with 23 countries involved,
16 of them Arab nations.

The objective of the award is
to encourage scientific research
and deyelopment related to the
date palm industry, as well as
efforts to educate people about
cultural *aspects of date palm
conservation, which i integral
to the Emirati way of life.

Shaikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, attended the ceremony
and presented the awards to
the winners. Entries that took
first place received Dh300,000
each while runners-up received

Youth and Community Devel-

opment and presldenl of the
board of trustees for the award,
hlghllghted the importance of
the award. “The blessed palm
tree has a prestigious position
in the life of the Emirates — and
even the whole area. It rep-
resents for all of us a rich cul-
tural heritage and has been an

Farsighted endeavour
» Shalkh Mansour and Shalkh Nahyan during the awards ceremony. The award aims to promote

Palm Award winners feted

SEVENTH EDITION OF AWARD BRINGS TOGETHER TOP RESEARCHERS FROM 23 COUNTRIES

scientific research and cultural awareness about date palms.

important nutritional and eco-
nomic resource.”

Shalkh Nahyan said the
award was an expression of the
keenness of the UAE to preserve
date palms forall that thcymud

while

techniques

date palm cultivation methods,
and processing and marketing
of its fruits to ensure it enjoyed
its “rightful place worldwide.”

# The writer is a trainee at Gulf
News.

* Distinguished Producers:

Research Uit Department, Date Paim Tissue Cultire Laboratory, UAEU
First Place: Professor Michael Purugganan,

m%mmumw

FIMPIAC&D(MM hSulamn
University, KSA.

L WMM
Mohammad, King

wmmmma\gwmm

DrNasserad‘oun

ot

First Place: Date Palm Development

dedmmfsquoseRom@onm.

26

PRIZED HERITAGE

UN recognition
for two UAE
date palm oases

ABU DHABI

‘Iwo date palm oases in the
UAE were recognised by the
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation (FAO) yesterday
for their importance as re-

ignated both oases as Glob-
ally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems. (1WAM)
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FAO recognises 2 UAE date_palm
oases as agricultural heritage sites

ABU DHABI

Two date palm oases in the
UAE were on Sunday recog-
nised by the Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation, FAO, for
their importance as reposito-
ries of genetic resources, biodi-
versity and cultural heritage.

The Al Ain and Liwa oases,
which are known as marvels of
ancient hydrology, and are the
centre of date grove production
in the UAE, joined a growing
number of ecosystems that are
formally recognised by the UN
organisation.

PR the 1

P g at

Khalifa International Date Palm
Award Ceremony, FAO Direc-
tor-General, Jose Graziano da
Silva, said, "For many Arab
countries, date palms are much
more than simply food, they
are an integral part of your his-
tory and cultural identity.”

Da Silva designated both
oases as Globally Important
Agricultural Heritage Systems,

GIAHS, and praised the UAE's
active conservation efforts. The
GIAHS Initiative promotes pub-
lic understanding, awareness,
and national and international
recognition of agricultural her-
itage systems.

"Advancing towards the fu-
ture while preserving your
roots is not always an easy task,
but the UAE have been able to
do that with their sustainable
date palm production.”

Throughout the UAE, the
date palm is valued for its nu-
tritional benefits, contributions
to ecosystems and role in pre-
serving traditional knowledge.

There are thirteen coun-
tries recognised as GIAHS sites
around the world and which
contribute to sustainable food
production as "living, evolving
systems resulting from the con-
nection of human communities
and their territories,” said the

Director-General.
In recent years, the UAE has
implemented an active and dy-

27

namic  conservation pro-
gramme to revitalise these
oases through measures such
as protection against urban en-
croachment, restoration of an-
cientirrigation systems, known
locally as falaj, and the re-intro-
duction of traditional agricul-
tural management.

"These efforts preserve
knowledge transmitted
through generations and en-
sure that tomorrow, as yester-
day, date palms will continue to
mean food security for the
United Arab Emirates," Da Silva

said.

FAO, which has been sup-
porting date palm research and
production worldwide for half
a century, is collaborating with
the UAE on two new projects,
the Director-General said, in-
cluding one relating to pest
management, and another to
map water use and production.

Cooperating on water man-
agement is also one of FAO's
major priorities in the region,
as it remains a big challenge for
agriculture in water-scarce
countries like the UAE. Recog-
nising this challenge, Da Silva
also signed a partnership
agreement with the Emirates-
based International Centre for
Biosaline Agriculture. The part-
nership aims to strengthen re-
search co-operation between
the two organisations to help
member countries boost their
agricultural productivity and
food security by finding solu-
tions to water scarcity in mar-
ginal environments. —WAM
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Mansour bin Zayed, Nahyan bin Mubarak receive FAO certificate, honour
winners of Khalifa International Date Palm Award

15/03/2015 07:24:00 PM

ABU DHABI, 15th March 2015 (WAM) --- H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and H.H. Sheikh Nahyan bin
Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture, Youth and Community Development, on Sunday
were presented with a certificate designating two date palm oases in the UAE among the
growing number of ecosystems that are formally recognised by the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAQO) for their importance as repositories of genetic resources,
biodiversity and cultural heritage.

FAO Director-General Jose Graziano da Silva presented H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed
and Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak with the certificate during an honouring ceremony for
the winners of the seventh edition of the Khalifa International Date Palm Award (KIDPA).

H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed said, "This honour makes us proud of the Khalifa
International Date Palm Award as an active contributor to the development of date palm
industry globally and another bright asset and international achievements made by the
UAE at the international level."

Commending the success of KIDPA, H.H. Sheikh Mansour stressed that he will spare no
efforts to support the prestigious award to broaden its service for date palm agriculture
and farmers and achieve the goal of reflecting the civilisational image of the UAE and the
country's role in developing this sector and promoting interest in this tree as an integral
part of the country's heritage and bright future.

Thanking Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak, who is also the chairman of the board of trustees
of KIDPA, the award's officials and the winners of the seventh edition, H.H. Sheikh Nahyan
said the qualitative leap made by the award in a short time reflects diligent and sincere
work. He expressed confidence that the award's committees will be able to achieve
further success for a better future for date palm trees.

In the ceremony today, the winners of the seventh annual prize of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award, were honoured.
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More than 130 researchers from 23 countries were considered for the prize. Most
candidates were Arab, with others from Europe, the US and Australia.

In each of the five categories, first-place winners received AED300,000, and second-place
finishers received AED200,000.

Two categories recognised research on palm trees, two were dedicated to members who
had developed technology for their agricultural practices and the last was a lifetime
achievement award for best personality in the field.

For his part, Sheikh Nahyan thanked H.H. Sheikh Mansour for his patronage of the
award's annual event.

He said that the blessed palm tree has a prestigious position in the life of the UAE and
even the whole region as it represents a rich cultural heritage and an important nutritional
and economic resource.

Sheikh Nahyan also said that the award was an expression of the keen interest of the
UAE to preserve date palms for all that they meant while also encouraging new studies,
research and modern techniques for advancement of date palm farming, improving its
cultivation methods, processing and marketing of its fruits to ensure that it enjoyed its
"rightful place worldwide."

He paid a rich tribute to the founding father of the UAE, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, who took great interest in date palm trees as a pivot for the whole agricultural
sector, and laid solid foundations for solid agricultural development.

Sheikh Nahyan also thanked President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, for their unlimited support for
the award and the date palm sector.

Speaking at the ceremony on FAO's designation of the Al Ain and Liwa oases as Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS), the UN organisation's Director-General
Jose Graziano da Silva praised the UAE's active conservation efforts. The GIAHS Initiative
promotes public understanding, awareness, national and international recognition of
Agricultural Heritage systems.

"Advancing towards the future while preserving your roots is not always an easy task,
but the UAE has been able to do that with its sustainable date palm production."

Da Silva added that throughout the UAE, date palm is valued for its nutritional benefits,
contributions to ecosystems and role in preserving traditional knowledge.

Today, there are thirteen countries with recognised GIAHS sites around the world that
contribute to sustainable food production as "living, evolving systems resulting from the
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connection of human communities and their territories," according to FAO Director-
General.

In recent years, the Emirates have implemented an active and dynamic conservation
programme to revitalise these oases through measures such as protection against urban
encroachment, restoration of ancient irrigation systems (falaj) and re-introduction of
traditional agricultural management.

"These efforts preserve knowledge transmitted through generations and ensure that
tomorrow, as yesterday, date palms will continue to mean food security for the United
Arab Emirates," Da Silva said.

Da Silva said that FAO, which has been supporting date palm research and production
worldwide for half a century, is collaborating with the UAE on two new projects -- one
relating to pest management, and another to map water use and production.
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Two UAE date palm oases recognised as agricultural
heritage sites by FAO

15/03/2015 01:44:00 PM

ABU DHABI, 15th March, 2015 (WAM) -- Two date palm oases in the UAE were today
recognised by the Food and Agriculture Organisation, FAQO, for their importance as
repositories of genetic resources, biodiversity and cultural heritage.

The Al Ain and Liwa oases, which are known as marvels of ancient hydrology, and are
the centre of date grove production in the UAE, joined a growing number of ecosystems
that are formally recognised by the UN organisation.

Speaking at the annual Khalifa International Date Palm Award Ceremony, FAO
Director-General, Jose Graziano da Silva, said, "For many Arab countries, date palms
are much more than simply food, they are an integral part of your history and cultural
identity."

Da Silva designated both oases as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems,
GIAHS, and praised the UAE's active conservation efforts. The GIAHS Initiative
promotes public understanding, awareness, and national and international recognition
of agricultural heritage systems.

"Advancing towards the future while preserving your roots is not always an easy task,
but the UAE have been able to do that with their sustainable date palm production.”

Throughout the UAE, the date palm is valued for its nutritional benefits, contributions to
ecosystems and role in preserving traditional knowledge.

There are thirteen countries recognised as GIAHS sites around the world and which
contribute to sustainable food production as "living, evolving systems resulting from the
connection of human communities and their territories," said the Director-General.

In recent years, the UAE has implemented an active and dynamic conservation
programme to revitalise these oases through measures such as protection against
urban encroachment, restoration of ancient irrigation systems, known locally as falaj,
and the re-introduction of traditional agricultural management.

"These efforts preserve knowledge transmitted through generations and ensure that
tomorrow, as yesterday, date palms will continue to mean food security for the United
Arab Emirates," Da Silva said.

FAO, which has been supporting date palm research and production worldwide for half
a century, is collaborating with the UAE on two new projects, the Director-General said,
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including one relating to pest management, and another to map water use and
production.

Cooperating on water management is also one of FAO's major priorities in the region,
as it remains a big challenge for agriculture in water-scarce countries like the UAE.
Recognising this challenge, Da Silva also signed a partnership agreement with the
Emirates-based International Centre for Biosaline Agriculture. The partnership aims to
strengthen research co-operation between the two organisations to help member
countries boost their agricultural productivity and food security by finding solutions to
water scarcity in marginal environments.
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Khalegj Times

Al Ain, Liwa date palm oases recognised as
agricultural heritage sites by FAO

(Wam) / 15 March 2015

Both Al Ain and Liwa are designated by the UN organisation as Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems at the Khalifa International Date
Palm Award Ceremony.

FAO Director-General Jose Graziano da Silva presenting Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems designation for Al Ain and Liwa date palm oases to Shaikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, in Abu
Dhabi. -Wam
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Abu Dhabi - Two date palm oases in the UAE were recognised on Sunday by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) for their importance as repositories of genetic resources,
biodiversity and cultural heritage.

The Al Ain and Liwa oases, which are known as marvels of ancient hydrology, and are the
centre of date grove production in the UAE, joined a growing number of ecosystems that are
formally recognised by the UN organisation.

Speaking at the annual Khalifa International Date Palm Award Ceremony, FAO Director-
General Jose Graziano da Silva said: “For many Arab countries, date palms are much more
than simply food, they are an integral part of your history and cultural identity.”

Da Silva designated both oases as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems
(GIAHS) and praised the UAE’s active conservation efforts. The GIAHS Initiative promotes
public understanding, awareness, and national and international recognition of agricultural
heritage systems.

“Advancing towards the future while preserving your roots is not always an easy task, but
the UAE have been able to do that with their sustainable date palm production.”

Throughout the UAE, the date palm is valued for its nutritional benefits, contributions to
ecosystems and role in preserving traditional knowledge.

There are thirteen countries recognised as GIAHS sites around the world and which
contribute to sustainable food production as “living, evolving systems resulting from the
connection of human communities and their territories,” said the Director-General.

In recent years, the UAE has implemented an active and dynamic conservation programme
to revitalise these oases through measures such as protection against urban encroachment,
restoration of ancient irrigation systems, known locally as falaj, and the re-introduction of
traditional agricultural management.

“These efforts preserve knowledge transmitted through generations and ensure that
tomorrow, as yesterday, date palms will continue to mean food security for the United Arab
Emirates,” Da Silva said.

FAO, which has been supporting date palm research and production worldwide for half a
century, is collaborating with the UAE on two new projects, the Director-General said,
including one relating to pest management, and another to map water use and production.

Cooperating on water management is also one of FAO’s major priorities in the region, as it
remains a big challenge for agriculture in water-scarce countries like the UAE. Recognising
this challenge, Da Silva also signed a partnership agreement with the Emirates-based
International Centre for Biosaline Agriculture. The partnership aims to strengthen research
cooperation between the two organisations to help member countries boost their
agricultural productivity and food security by finding solutions to water scarcity in marginal
environments.
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Winners of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award announced

The National staff
February 15, 2015 Updated: February 15, 2015 11:19 PM

Khalifa International Date Palm Award organisers yesterday announced the winners of its
seventh annual prize, including researchers and horticulturalists based in the UAE.

More than 130 researchers from 23 countries were considered for the prize. Most candidates
were Arab, with others from Europe, the US and Australia.

In each of the five categories, first-place winners received Dh300,000, and second-place
finishers received Dh200,000.

Two categories recognised research on palm trees, two were dedicated to members who had
developed technology for their agricultural practices and the last was a lifetime achievement
award for best personality in the field.

“It is no secret that the Khalifa International Date Palm Award has achieved continuous
development and great success within a seven-year period full of accomplishments and
gains, adding knowledge to the date palm sector,” said Dr Helal Alkaabi, head of the
administrative and financial committee.

He added that the award has become more than just a recognition of best practices in the
field, but also a chance for the community to gather and learn.

“The award has made an effort to improve its quality of award recipients to further
incorporate all aspects of the tree and its production,” he said.

This year had the highest number of UAE and Arab participants, demonstrating, Dr Alkaabi
said, the growth of the palm tree sector in the country.

“Since its inception, the Khalifa International Date Palm Award has made great strides,”
said Dr Abdelouahhab Zaid, secretary general of the award. He said the competition
attracted the most important researchers, experts and farmers at the Arab and international
levels.

Winners will be honoured in a public ceremony on March 15, at Emirates Palace in Abu
Dhabi.
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The winners:

The Category of Distinguished Researches and Studies:

1. A comprehensive catalogue of common sequence polymorphisms in date palm (Phoenix
dactylifera) assembled by whole genome sequencing of 62 cultivars / Dr. Michael

Purgganan - New York University Abu Dhabi / UAE.

2. Book of Fruit Tree Horticulture Date Palm, Omani Date Palm Cultivars / Royal Gardens
and Farms Affairs - Royal Court Affairs / Oman.

Distinguished Producers:

1. Date Palm Development Research Unit Department — Date Palm Tissue Culture
Laboratory — UAEU / UAE.

2. Withheld.
distinguished technology:

1.Isolation of Conserved DNA Sequences Related to the Human Sex-Determining Region
from the date palm (Phoenix dactylifera) / Dr. Mohyeldin Solliman Mohammed — King
Faisal University / KSA.

2. DNA barcoding based on plastid matK and RNA polymerase for assessing the genetic
identity of date (Phoenix dactylifera L.) cultivars / Dr. Mohammed Rizk Enan / UAEU —
College of Science — Department of Biology / UAE.

The Best Developmental Project:

1. Developing Date Palm Cultivation in the Jordan Valley (Palestine) since 2004 / Dr.
Nasser Gagob & Eng. Faris Ahmed Zaki / Palestine.

2. Coachella Valley History Museum / USA.

The Category of the Distinguished Personality:

Prof. Jose Romeno Faleiro / India.
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Emirates News Agency

Two UAE date palm oases recognised as
agricultural heritage sites by FAO

Mar 15 2015

ABU DHABI, 15th March, 2015 (WAM) -- Two date palm oases in the UAE were today recognised by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation, FAO, for their importance as repositories of genetic resources, biodiversity and

cultural heritage.

The Al Ain and Liwa oases, which are known as marvels of ancient hydrology, and are the centre of date
grove production in the UAE, joined a growing number of ecosystems that are formally recognised by the
UN organisation.

Speaking at the annual Khalifa International Date Palm Award Ceremony, FAO Director-General, Jose
Graziano da Silva, said, "For many Arab countries, date palms are much more than simply food, they are
an integral part of your history and cultural identity." Da Silva designated both oases as Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems, GIAHS, and praised the UAE's active conservation efforts. The
GIAHS Initiative promotes public understanding, awareness, and national and international recognition of
agricultural heritage systems.

"Advancing towards the future while preserving your roots is not always an easy task, but the UAE have
been able to do that with their sustainable date palm production.” Throughout the UAE, the date palm is
valued for its nutritional benefits, contributions to ecosystems and role in preserving traditional
knowledge.

There are thirteen countries recognised as GIAHS sites around the world and which contribute to
sustainable food production as "living, evolving systems resulting from the connection of human
communities and their territories," said the Director-General.

In recent years, the UAE has implemented an active and dynamic conservation programme to revitalise
these oases through measures such as protection against urban encroachment, restoration of ancient
irrigation systems, known locally as falaj, and the re-introduction of traditional agricultural management.
"These efforts preserve knowledge transmitted through generations and ensure that tomorrow, as
yesterday, date palms will continue to mean food security for the United Arab Emirates," Da Silva said.
FAO, which has been supporting date palm research and production worldwide for half a century, is
collaborating with the UAE on two new projects, the Director-General said, including one relating to pest
management, and another to map water use and production.

Cooperating on water management is also one of FAO's major priorities in the region, as it remains a big
challenge for agriculture in water-scarce countries like the UAE. Recognising this challenge, Da Silva also
signed a partnership agreement with the Emirates-based International Centre for Biosaline Agriculture.
The partnership aims to strengthen research co-operation between the two organisations to help member
countries boost their agricultural productivity and food security by finding solutions to water scarcity in
marginal environments.

© Copyright Emirates News Agency (WAM) 2015.
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AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY TODAY

EMIRATES’ DATE PALM OASES RECOGNIZED AS
AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE SITES

The Liwa Oasis in UAE is a special ecosystem that supports various forms of agriculture, including date and cabbage

production.

15 March 2015, Rome — Two date palm oases in the United Arab Emirates have joined a growing number of
ecosystems that are formally recognized by FAO for their importance as repositories of genetic resources,
biodiversity and cultural heritage.

The Al Ain and Liwa oases are known as marvels of ancient hydrology and their date groves form the center of date
production in the Emirates.

“For many Arab countries, Date palms are much more than simply food -- they are an integral part of your history and
cultural identity,” FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva said on Sunday.

Speaking at the annual Khalifa International Date Palm Award Ceremony in the United Arab Emirates, da Silva
designated both oases as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) and praised the Emirates’ active
conservation efforts. The GIAHS Initiative promotes public understanding, awareness, national and international
recognition of Agricultural Heritage systems.

“Advancing towards the future while preserving your roots is not always an easy task, but the Emirates have been

able to do that with their sustainable date palm production.”

Throughout the Emirates, date palm is valued for its nutritional benefits, contributions to ecosystems and role in

preserving traditional knowledge.

Today, there are thirteen countries with recognized GIAHS sites around the world that contribute to sustainable food
production as “living, evolving systems resulting from the connection of human communities and their territories,”
according to the Director-General.

Dynamic conservation

In recent years, the Emirates have implemented an active and dynamic conservation program to revitalize these oases
through measures such as protection against urban encroachment, restoration of ancient irrigation systems (falaj) and
re-introduction of traditional agricultural management.

“These efforts preserve knowledge transmitted through generations and ensure that tomorrow, as yesterday, date
palms will continue to mean food security for the United Arab Emirates,” Da Silva said.

FAO, which has been supporting date palm research and production worldwide for half a century, is collaborating with
the Emirates on two new projects, the Director General said -- one relating to pest management, and another to map

water use and production.
Cooperating on water management

Water management remains a big challenge for agriculture in water-scarce countries like the Emirates. Recognizing
this challenge, da Silva also signed a partnership agreement with the Emirates-basedInternational Centre for Biosaline

Agriculture. The partnership aims to strengthen research co-operation between the two organizations to help member
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countries boost their agricultural productivity and food security by finding solutions to water scarcity in marginal
environments.

Keeping Gulf countries informed about agriculture

In order to increase the available information on these and other issues relating to food and agriculture, FAO on
Saturday entered into a formal partnership with Emirates News Agency. Under the agreement, the agency will

explore stories on the role of food in human well-being for its audience across the Gulf region in Arabic and English.

Emirates New Agency is the latest to enter into partnership with FAO which is recognizing the critical role of media in
the global fight against hunger. Other partners include Thompson Reuters, EFE, National Geographic, the Guardian,
RAI and the Federation of Agricultural Journalists.
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U.A.E.’s Date Palm Oases
Recognized by FAO as
Heritage Sites

Claudia Carpenter

(Updates with first sites in U.A.E. in first paragraph.)

The two date palm production areas are considered “marvels of ancient hydrology,” and were designated Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems on Sunday at a ceremony attended by Jose Graziano Da Silva, director
general of the UN’s Food & Agriculture Organization, the agency said in a statement on its website. The palm groves
form the center of U.A.E. date output, and also are home to growing other food such as cabbage, the FAO said.

“Advancing toward the future while preserving your roots is not always an easy task, but the Emirates have been able
to do that with their sustainable date palm production,” Da Silva said in the statement.

Other countries with recognized agricultural heritage sites are Algeria, Chile, China, India, Iran, Japan, Kenya,
Morocco, Peru, Philippines, Korea, Tanzania and Tunisia, according to FAO’s website.

FAO said it entered into a partnership with Emirates News Agency to develop stories on food and well-being in the
Gulf.
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AGRICULTURA EMIRATOS

Oasis de palmas datileras emiraties pasan a
integrar el patrimonio agricola

15/03/2015 - 13:03 Noticias EFE

oF Twittear | 0 &

Dos oasis de palmas datileras de los Emiratos Arabes Unidos se han incorporado al patrimonio
agricola reconocido por la Organizacion de la ONU para la Alimentacion y la Agricultura (FAO) por
su importancia para la diversidad bioldgica, informé hoy el organismo.

En un comunicado, el director general de la FAQ, José Graziano da Silva, destaco que para
muchos paises arabes "las palmas datileras son mucho mas que un simple alimento, son una
parte integral de su historia y de su identidad cultural".

En un discurso en la entrega de Premio Internacional de la Palma Datilera del Califa, en Emiratos,
Da Silva designo los oasis de Al Ain y Liwa como parte de los sistemas importantes del patrimonio
mundial.

Los huertos de palmas datileras en esos dos sitios constituyen el centro de la produccion de
datiles en Emiratos, donde esa planta es valorada por sus beneficios nutricionales, sus
contribuciones a los ecosistemas y su funcion de conservar el conocimiento tradicional, segin la
nota.

En los Oitimos afios, ese pais del golfo Pérsico, escaso en agua, ha aplicado un programa para
conservar esos 0asis con medidas como la proteccion contra el avance de las zonas urbanas, el
restablecimiento de los antiguos sistemas de riego vy la reintroduccion de una gestion agricola
tradicional.
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BloombergBusiness News Markets Insights Video

U.A.E.’s 2 Date Oases
Recognized by FAO as
Heritage Sites

Don't Miss Out — Follow s on

(Bloomberg) -- The Al Ain and Liwa oases in the United Arab Emirates

Claudia Carpenter it A . . 3 . S
joined a list of agricultural heritage sites recognized by the United

Nations, the U.A.E.’s first entries.

The two date palm production areas are considered “marvels of ancient

hydrology,” and were designated Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems on Sunday at a ceremony attended by Jose Graziano
Da Silva, director general of the UN’s Food & Agriculture Organization,
the agency said in a statement on its website. The palm groves form the
center of U.A.E. date output, and also are home to growing other food
such as cabbage, the FAO said.

“Advancing toward the future while preserving your roots is not always
an easy task, but the Emirates have been able to do that with their
sustainable date palm production,” Da Silva said in the statement.
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Emirates’ date palm oases recognized as agricultural heritage sites
Posted March 15th, 2015 for Food and Agriculture Organization
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[pirector General stresses importance of “dynamic conservation” of culture and biodiversity

The Liwa Oasls in UAE Is a special ecosystem that supports various forms of agriculture, includ date and cabb pre
15 March 2015, Rome - Two date palm oases in the United Arab Emirates have joined a growing number of ecnsystems that are formally
recognized by FAO for their importance as repositories of genetic resources, biodiversity and cultural heritage.

The Al Ain and Liwa oases are known as marvels of ancient hydrology and their date groves form the center of date production in the Emirates,
“For many Arab countries, Date palms are much more than simply food -- they are an integral part of your history and cultural identity,” FAO
Director-General José Graziano da Silva said on Sunday.

Speaking at the annual Khalifa International Date Palm Award Ceremony in the United Arab Emirates, da Silva designated both oases as Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) and praised the Emirates’ active conservation efforts. The GIAHS Initiative promotes public
understanding, awareness, national and international recognition of Agricultural Heritage systems.

“Advancing towards the future whlle preserving your roots Is not always an easy task, but the Emirates have been able to do that with their
sustainable date palm production.”

Throughout the Emirates, date palm is valued for its nutritional benefits, contributions to ecosystems and role in preserving traditional knowledge.

Today, there are thirteen countries with recognized GIAHS sites around the world that b to ble food prod as “living, Iving syst resulting
from t h of human and their territories,” according to the Director-General.

Dynamic conservation

In recent years, the Emirates have implemented an active and dynamic conservation program to revitalize these oases through measures such as protection against
urban encroachment, restoration of ancient irrig: (falaj) and of tr

“These efforts preserve knowledge transmitted through generations and ensure that tomorrow, as yesterday, date palms will continue to mean food security for the
United Arab Emirates,” Da Silva said.

FAO, which has been supporting date palm research and production worldwide for half a century, is collaborating with the Emirates on two new projects, the Director
General said -- one relating to pest management, and another to map water use and production.

Coop g on water

Water management remains a big challenge for agriculture In water-scarce countries like the Rec this da Silva also signed a partnership

agreement with the Emirates-based International Centre for Biosaline Agriculture. The partnership aims to strengthen research co-operation between the two
oraanizations ta heln member countries hoost their aaricultural nroductivity and food securitv by findina solutions to water scarcitv in marainal environments.
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FAO incluye oasis emiraties de palmas

datileras en patrimonio mundial h
Abu Dhabi, 15 mar (PL) Dos oasis de palmas datileras en Emiratos Arabes Unidos (EAU) quedaron

registrados hoy por la FAD como sitios patrimoniales agricolas del mundo, debido a su impertancia como
reservorios de fuentes genéticas, biodiversidad y herencia cultural.

Autcridades emiraties saludaren la decisién de la FAQ (Organizacién de Macienes Unidas para la Agricultura
y la Alimentacién) de distinguir a los casis Al Ainy Liwa, muy cenecides como maravillas de |a hidrolegia
antigua y centros de la produccion de plantaciones de datiles en este pais.

Los dos sitios se unieron asi a un creciente nimero de ecosistemas formalmente reconocidos por la entidad
de la ONU, segun destacd el director general de la FAO, José Graziane da Silva, en un discursc en la
ceremonia anual de entrega del Premio Palma Datilera Internacional Khalifa.

Ambos oasis fueron designados parte de |a iniciativa Sistemas Patrimoniales Agricolas de Importancia
Global (GIAHS, por sus siglas en inglés). v el titular de la FAQ encomié los actives esfuerzos de
conservacion de EAL.

La iniciativa GIAHS promueve entendimiento publico, concientizacién y reconocimiento nacional e
internacional de sistemas de patrimonio en el ambito de la agricultura, de los cuales hay actualmente 13
paises reccnocidos a nivel mundial que centribuyen, ademas, a la preduccién sestenible de alimentos.

Da Silva sefialo que para muchos paises arabes, las palmas datileras son mucho mas que un simple
alimento, porque constituyen parte integral de su historia e identidad cultural.

Subrayd que a través de EAU |a palma datilera ha side valerizada por sus beneficies nutricionales.
centribucion a ecosistemas y per su rel en la preservacién del conccimiente tradicional, logros entre los que
calificé de dificil "el avance hacia el futuro y la conservacion de las raices”.

mem/ucl
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Comparte esta noticia
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Emirates’ date palm oases recognized as
agricultural heritage sites

UN Food and Agriculture Organisation - Sat, 14 Mar 2015 11:00 GMT

Author: UN Food and Agriculture Organisation
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Any views expressed in this article are those of the author

and not of Thomson Reuters Foundation. ¥ Tweet

15 March 2015, Rome — Two date palm oases in the United Arab Like

Emirates have joined a growing number of ecosystems that are Google +1

formally recognized by FAO for their importance as repositories of

genetic resources, biodiversity and cultural heritage. [ Linkedin
B Email

The Al Ain and Liwa oases are known as marvels of ancient
hydrology and their date groves form the center of date production " Print
in the Emirates.

"For many Arab countries, Date palms are much more than simply

food -- they are an integral part of your history and cultural LEAVE US
identity," FAC Director-General Jose Graziano da Silva said on A COMMENT
Sunday.

Speaking at the annual Khalifa International Date Palm Award

Ceremony in the United Arab Emirates, da Silva designated both

oases as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems

(GIAHS) and praised the Emirates' active conservation efforts. The

GIAHS Initiative promotes public understanding, awareness, national and international
recognition of Agricultural Heritage systems.
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Khalegj Times

Al Ain, Liwa date palm oases get
UN recognition

Silvia Radan/Staff Reporter / 16 March 2015

The FAO recognition, for which the Abu Dhabi government had applied for
last year, was granted as a result of the emirate implementing an “active and
dynamic conservation programme”.

<a

Shaikh Mansour bin Zayed receives a gift from José Graziano da Silva during the Khalifa
International Date Palm Award ceremony in Abu Dhabi on Sunday. — KT photo by Nezar
Balout

Abu Dhabi — The United Nation’s Food Agricultural Organisation (FAO) has recognised Al
Ain and Liwa oases in Abu Dhabi as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems
(GIAHS) sites.

José Graziano da Silva, FAO director-general, came to Abu Dhabi personally to hand over
the recognition certificate to Shaikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs; and Shaikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister
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of Culture, Youth and Community Development and president of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award’s (Kidpa) Board of Trustees, during the Kidpa ceremony on Sunday.

“There are 13 countries with recognised GIAHS sites around the world, and today we
recognise the date palm systems of the United Arab Emirates,” said da Silva.

“For many Arab countries, date palms are much more than simply food. They are an integral
part of your history and cultural identity. Advancing towards the future while preserving
your roots is not always an easy task, but the UAE has been able to do that with its
sustainable date palm production,” he said.

GIAHS sites are land use systems and landscapes, which are rich in biodiversity and evolve
around the relationship between communities and their land, a relationship that is
protective of those lands and support sustainable development.

“The Al Ain and Liwa date palm systems are excellent examples of this relationship,” said da
Silvia.

“They are home to ancient falaj irrigation systems that teach us valuable lessons on how to
cope with water scarcity that can be of great use as we work for sustainable development in
the face of climate change,” he added.

The FAO recognition, for which the Abu Dhabi government had applied for last year, was
granted as a result of the emirate implementing an “active and dynamic conservation
programme”, seeking to revitalise the oases through a variety of measures, such as
protection against urban encroachment, restoration of falaj irrigation systems and re-
introduction of traditional agricultural management.

“These efforts preserve knowledge transmitted through generations and ensure that ... date
palms continue to mean food security for the United Arab Emirates,” stressed da Silvia.

Dates have sustained life in the oasis of Abu Dhabi for 3,000 years. With agriculture
representing no more than 0.2 per cent of UAE’s GDP and with food imports summing up to
95 percent, dates no longer represent the fruit of survival, but they have become a national
symbol and a key heritage element of the country.

Kidpa winners

During Sunday’s award ceremony for Kidpa 2015 winners, whose names were announced
last month, Shaikh Nahyan spoke of a success story so far and pledged to keep the award on
track.

The honoured winners in the five categories are: Dr Michael Purugganan, New York
University-Abu Dhabi (winner of the Distinguished Researches and Studies category); and
Oman’s Sultan Gardens and Farms Affairs (second winner; the date palm research unit of
the UAE University (first winner of the Distinguished Producers category (second place was
withheld); Dr. Muhei Eddin Suleiman, Saudi Arabia (first winner of the Best Technology
category) and Dr Mohammed Rizk Annan, UAE University, (second winner; Dr. Nasr Al
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Jaghoub and Ahmed Fares Zaki, Palestine (first winner of the Best Developmental Project)
and Coachella Valley History Museum of Date Palm, USA (second winner; and Prof José
Romero Faleiro, India (winner of the Distinguished Pe
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TheNational

UN recognises UAE oases as agricultural heritage sites
The National staff
March 16, 2015 Updated: March 16, 2015 10:30 AM

The date palm oases of Al Ain and Liwa have been recognised as agricultural heritage sites
by the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation.

The oases were given the designation due to their importance to culture, biodiversity and as
a source of genetic resources, state news agency Wam said.

The oases are key centres for the nation’s date grove production in the UAE, and join a
growing number of ecosystems formally recognised by the UN organisation.

Speaking at the annual Khalifa International Date Palm Award Ceremony, Jose Graziano da
Silva, FAO director-general, said, “Advancing towards the future while preserving your roots
is not always an easy task, but the UAE have been able to do that with their sustainable date
palm production.”

Currently, the FAO and the UAE are collaborating on two new projects, one relating to pest
management and another to map water use and production.

In recent years, the UAE has implemented a conservation programme to revitalise these
oases through measures such as protection from urban encroachment, restoration of
ancient irrigation systems and the re-introduction of traditional agricultural management.

newsdesk@thenational.ae
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Khalifa International Date Palm Awards presented
Seventh edition of award brings toether winners from 23 countries

BN~
[ =
[ o \\\-

Image Credit: WAM

Shaikh Mansour and Shaikh Nahyan during the awards ceremony. The award aims to
promote scientific research and cultural awareness about date palms.

Rss Share on facebook Follow us on Facebook Share on twitterFollow us on Twitter Share
on google_plusone_share Add on google plus Share on email Send Email to Friend More
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142


http://beta.gulfnews.com/gnmedia/rss
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/khalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/khalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=ra-51a4970627e2949f&source=tbx-300&lng=en-US&s=google_plusone_share&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgulfnews.com%2Fnews%2Fuae%2Fkhalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967&title=Khalifa%20International%20Date%20Palm%20Awards%20presented%20%7CGulfNews.com&ate=AT-ra-51a4970627e2949f/-/-/550a48b36cac4052/2&frommenu=1&uid=550a48b33dcd38db&ufbl=1&ct=1&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fgulfnews.com%2Fsearch%3Faction%3Dsearch%26submitted%3Dtrue%26sort%3Dpublisheddate_descending%26freeText%3Dkhalifa%2Binternational%2Bdate%2Bpalm%2Baward&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=ra-51a4970627e2949f&source=tbx-300&lng=en-US&s=google_plusone_share&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgulfnews.com%2Fnews%2Fuae%2Fkhalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967&title=Khalifa%20International%20Date%20Palm%20Awards%20presented%20%7CGulfNews.com&ate=AT-ra-51a4970627e2949f/-/-/550a48b36cac4052/2&frommenu=1&uid=550a48b33dcd38db&ufbl=1&ct=1&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fgulfnews.com%2Fsearch%3Faction%3Dsearch%26submitted%3Dtrue%26sort%3Dpublisheddate_descending%26freeText%3Dkhalifa%2Binternational%2Bdate%2Bpalm%2Baward&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/khalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/khalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/khalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/khalifa-international-date-palm-awards-presented-1.1471967

Abu Dhabi: The winners of the seventh edition of the Khalifa International Date Palm
Award were honoured and their efforts to boost scientific research on date palms lauded
during a felicitation ceremony.

The seventh edition of the Khalifa International Date Palm Award involved its biggest field
yet, with 23 countries involved, 16 of them being Arab nations.

The awards featured 134 research projects and studies under several categories.

The objective of the award is to encourage scientific research and development related to the
date palm industry, as well as efforts to educate people about cultural aspects of date palm
conservation, which is an important aspect of Emirati society.

Shaikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, attended the ceremony and presented the awards to the winners. Entries that took
first place received Dh300,000 each while runners-up received Dh200,000 each.

Speaking on the occasion, Shaikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture,
Youth and Community Development and president of board of trustees for the award,
highlighted the importance of the award. “The blessed palm tree has a prestigious position
in the life of the Emirates — and even the whole area. It represents for all of us a rich
cultural heritage and has been an important nutritional and economic resource.”

Shaikh Nahyan said the award was an expression of the keenness of the UAE to preserve
date palms for all that they meant while also encouraging new studies, research and modern
techniques for advancement of date palm farming, improving its cultivation methods,
processing and marketing of its fruits to ensure it enjoyed its “rightful place worldwide.”
Gulf News spoke with one of the winners of the award, Professor Michael Purugganan, from
NYU Abu Dhabi, who won first place in the distinguished research category.

He said: “What we did is that we sequenced the genome of 62 varieties of date palm, from
North Africa, the Gulf, and Pakistan in order to look at the genetic diversity in date palms
throughout the region. That was the central research that we did, we’re going to now
provide the date palm community with a catalogue of all of the mutations of date palms so
that breeders can use that to breed better varieties. These results will help producers and
breeders, it will also help people who are doing tissue culture propagation of date palms.”

— The writer is a trainee at Gulf News
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