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37 | WAM Online - English | 14/3/2010
38 | WAM Online - Arabic 16/3/2010
39 | WAM Online . Arabic 17/3/12010
40 | WAM Online - Arabic 18/3/2010
41 | WAM Online - Arabic 20/3/2010
42 | WAM Online - English | 22/3/2010
43 | Zawya.com Online - English | 22/3/2010
44 | Zawya.com Online - English | 22/3/2010
45 | Go-green.ae Online - English 22[3/201;)
46 | Agrifeeds Online - English | 22/3/2010
47 | Abudhabicityguide.com | Online - _English 16/3/2010
48 | Gulf Research Center Online - English | 15/3/2010
49 | Gulf in The Media Online - Arabic 15/3/2010
50 | Maghreb Arab Presse Online - Arabic 15/3/2010
51 Z‘:‘st'ﬂ?e“nzifegrab Online . Arabic | 18/3/2010
52 | Zoomkw.com Online - Arabic 15/3/2010
53 | Alwasatnews.com Online - Arabic 15/3/2010
54 S;“;:g:ixfm foman | oniine . Arabic | 15/3/2010
55 | Kuwait News Agency Online - Arabic 22/3/2010
ge | National Media Center/ | o0 - Arabic | 11/3/2010

Iraq
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17 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 16/3/2010 4
18 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 17/3/2010 3
19 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 18/3/2010 8
20 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 18/3/2010 9
21 | AL BAYAN UAE 68.845 Arabic | 14/03/2010 | 2
22 | AL BAYAN UAE 68.845 Arabic | 15/03/2010 | 2
23 | AL BAYAN UAE 68.845 Arabic | 15/03/2010 | 12
24 | AL BAYAN UAE 68.845 A;bic 16/03/2010 | 22
25 | AL BAYAN UAE 68.845 Arabic | 17/03/2010 | 4
26 | AL BAYAN UAE 68.845 Arabic | 18/03/2010 | 10
27 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 15/3/12010 1
28 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 16/3/2010 | 22
29 | Al Fajer UAE 23,000 Arabic 18/3/2010 3
30 | Akhbar Al Arab UAE 65,000 Arabic 15/3/2010 3
31 | Akhbar Al Arab UAE 65,000 Arabic | 16/3/12010 7
32 | Al Rroya Al Iktisadiah UAE 60.000 Arabic | 18/03/2010 2
33 | Asharq Al Awsat ME 245.000 Arabic | 18/03/2010 | 20
34 | Khaleej Times UAE 74.000 English | 16/03/2010 | 7
35 | Khaleej Times UAE 74.000 English | 16/03/2010 | 7
36 | Gulf News UAE 91.354 English | 16/03/2010 | 8
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Month: March 2010
# Publication Market | Circulation | Language Date P;g.e
1 | Al Ittihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 14/3/2010 21
2 | Allftihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 15/3/2010 | Band
3 | Al lttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 15/3/2010 1
4 | Al Ittihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 16/3/2010 12
| 5 | Al lttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic | 17/3/12010 12 |
6 | Allttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 17/3/2010 12
7 | Al lttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic | 18/03/2010 | 8
8 | Al lttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic | 18/03/2010 | 13
9 | Allittihad UAE 95,000 Arabic | 18/03/2010 | 13
10 | Al ittihad UAE 95,000 Arabic | 21/03/2010| 5
| 11 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 14/3/2010 2
12 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic | 15/03/2010 | 1
13 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 15/3/2010 2
14 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 15/3/2010 7
15 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 16/3/2010 4
16 | AL Khaleej UAE 114.800 Arabic 16/3/2010 4
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Khalifa International Date Palm Award winners
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Fourth International Date Palm Conference

Publication:Al Ittihad
Circulation: 95,000
Date : 14/03/2010
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Date Palm award gives Dh2.3m in cash

Minister says award a reflection of UAE heritage as Khalifa Chair for Date Palm is established

By ImMaAN SHERIF

Staff Reporter

Abu Dhabi Prizes worth
Dh2.3 million were pre-
sented to winners of the
Khalifa International Date
Palm Award (KIDPA) at
the fourth International
Date Palm Conference held
yesterday.

The ceremony took place
at the Emirates Palace Hotel
in Abu Dhabi. The confer-
ence was organised by the
UAE University in collabo-
ration with, KIDPA and the
Date Palm Friends Society.

The awards were pre-

sented by Shaikh Nahyan
Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan,
Minister of Higher Edu-

cation and Scientific
He also an-:

Research.
nounced the establish-
ment of the Khalifa Chair
for Date Palm.

The winners were ._an—
nounced at a press confer-
ence last month. The win-
ners are from the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Qatar,
Australia and the US.

The first-prize winners
received Dh300,000 while
those in second place won

Dh200,000.

Special recognition was

given to Shaikh Abdullah
Khalid Al Khalifa from Bah-
rain, Saeed Mohammad Al
Ragabani, and Zuheir Abu
Al Adeeb from the UAE for
their important role in date
palm cultivation.

Dr Abdul Ouahhab Zeid,
KIDPA secretary-general
and Chairman of the Organ-
ising Commiittee, said the
award was a reflection of
“the UAE historical heritage
where the date palm is an
icon of life to the Emiratis
and the secret of their exlst—
ence. This tree
of what makes t%
tached to this lags

resents a source of life.”

He said the money award-
ed to the winners had been
provided by the Ministry
of Presidential Affairs.

“The award is well-re-
spected in the international
community and the UAE
will continue to lead the
way in the support of re-
gional and international
efforts in date palm culti-
vation, due to its economie
importance in fighting hun-
ger and eliminating poverty
in many countries,” said

ylinde Chanccllor uf
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Khalifa International Date Palm Award announces winners

2010-03-14 13:46:33

WAM Abu Dhabi, March 14th, 2010 (WAM) -- Khalifa International Date Palm Award announced today
names of the winners for its second edition 2010. The award ceremony will be held during the Fourth
International Date Palm Conference commencing tomorrow at the

WAM Abu Dhabi, March 14th, 2010 (WAM) -- Khalifa International Date Palm Award announced today
names of the winners for its second edition 2010. The award ceremony will be held during the Fourth
International Date Palm Conference commencing tomorrow at the Emirates Palace Hotel, Abu Dhabi.
H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education, Scientific Research, Chairman
of Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award will honor the winners on the occasion.
The names of the winners are: Distinguished Researches and Studies category: First Prize: The Dates
Production Economics in Algeria / Dr. Benaichi Bachir - Algeria. Second Prize: De novo Sequencing and
Comparative Genomics of the date palm tree Dr. Joel A.Malek / Cornell Medical College - Qatar.
Distinguished Producers Category: First Prize: Al-baten's Date Project /Saleh Abdul Aziz Al-Rajhi, Awqaf
administration - KSA. Second Prize: Al Foah Organic Farm ; Al Foah L.L.C. Company- UAE.

The Best New Technique Category: First Prize: Palm Fibre Polymers (PFP) - United Arab Emirates. Second
Prize: Red Palm Weevil Early Detection / Eng. Kassem Tofailli-USA.

The Best Development Project Category: First Prize: Developing the Australian Date Industry / Mr. David
James and Mrs. Anita Reilly- Australia. Second Winner:(withheld).

Distinguished Figure Category: The Winner: Dr. AbdulRahman Ibrahim Al-Humaid - KSA,

WAM/SS WAM/SS/AM
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Date palm conference on March 15

Scientists, experts and senior officials from 40 countries are likely to participate in the Fourth International Date Palm Conference
that will start here on March 15,

The ministers of agriculture of the GCC member states wil also be invited to the conference whose objective is to provide an
opportunity for updating scientific information in different aspects of the date palm production chain — from farm to co nsumers. It is

also a forum to compare the recent experiences in the UAE with those of other date-growing countries and foster international
technical coo peration.

Nearly 300 people have already confirmed their participation,

The main subjects for debate will be: the current status of date palm cultivation in the worll; UAE date palm cultivation experience;
impacts of date culture on the environment and desertification control; date palm research and development; molecular and genetic
engineering; germmplasm and propagation; improved date palm cultural practices; date palm protection with focus on the most
important diseases, pests and major diseases of date palm; and physiological disorders,

The Khalifa International Date Palm Award was set up to encourage and honour people involved in the cultivation of date palms like
researchers, growers, exporters, individuals and institutions at the local, regional and international levels.

The conference and the award are some of the steps the government has undertaken to make the UAE’s landscape abundant and

bring the desert soil alive. Earning a Guinness Book entry for planting the most number of date palms in the UAE last year was no
surprise
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The Fourth Intemmational Date Palm Conference

Under the palronage of President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa Intemational Date
Palm Award HH Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan honoured
the winners of the awards in its second edition.

The award ceremony marked the opening of the Fourth Intemational
Date Palm Conference in Abu Dhabi today at the Emirates Palace.

Sheikh Nahyan also honoured a number of prominent personalities
from the Gulf countries who have made major contribulions lo the
development of the date palm cultivation.

Alarge number of ministers, officials and academicians from various
Arab and foreign countries attended the award ceremony and the
opening of lhe conference.

Over 260 scientists and experts from 40 countries are participating in
the conference being held under the theme'New Dimensions and
Challenges for Suslainable Date Palm Production’.

The conference is organised under the palronage of President HH
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan by UAE University in
collaboration wilh Khalifa Intemational Date Palm Award and Dale
Palm Friends Society.

The following are lhe winners of the awards:

Distinguished Researches and Studies calagory:First Prize: The
Dates Produclion Economics in Algeria / Dr. Benaichi Bachir - Algeria.
(AED 300,000 + Atrophy & Certificale).

Second Prize: De novo sequencing and comparalive genomics of the
date palm tree (Phoenix daclylifera L.cv Khalas) using massively
parallel sequencing) Dr.Joel A Malek / Comell Medical College -
Qatar. (AED 200,000 + Alrophy & Certificate).

Dislinguished Producers Catagory: First Prize: Al-baten's Date
Project /Saleh Abdut Aziz Al-Rajhi, Awqaf administralion - KSA. (AED
300,000 + Atrophy & Cerlificale).

Second Prize: Al Foah Organic Famn ; Al Foah L.L.C. Company- UAE.
(AED 200,000 for + A trophy & Certificate).

The Best New Technique Category: First Prize: Palm Fibre Polymers
(PFP) — Uniled Arab Emirales. (AED 300,000 + Atrophy &
Certificate).

Second Prize: Red Palm Weevil Early Detection / Eng. Kassem
Tofaill-USA. (AED 200,000 + A rophy & Certificate).

The Best Development Project Catagory:First Prize: Developing the
Australian Date Industry / Mr. David James and Mrs. Anita Reilly-
Australia. (AED 300,000 + A trophy & Certificate).

Second Winner:(withheld).

Distinguished Figure Calegory: The Winner: Dr.AbdulRahman lbrahim
Al-Humaid - KSA{ AED 300,000 + a trophy & Certificate).

Event Details:
Tite: 4th Intemational Date Palm Conference

Date: March 15-17, 2010
Venue: The Emirales Palace Hotel in Abu Dhabi, UAE
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Fourth international date palm
conference

Sponsored, among others, by FAO, the United
Nations Development Programme and the United
Nations Environment Program, one of its main
topics is ‘date palm research and development’,
covering molecular and genetic engineering;
germplasm and propagation; and improved date
palm cultural practices.

Date:

15/03/2010 - 17/03/2010

Location: ARE

Country: United Arab Emirates

Region: Asia

» Login or register to post comments

| Feed: Biotech Forum Events | Original
article
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The Khalifa International Date Palm Award

Under the leadership of H.H. The President Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, there are continual efforts to increase UAE date
palm productivity in order to make better use of the date palm Industry and to produce an agricultural leap that will change the
face of the UAE desert. Indeed, the Fourth International Date Palm Conference illustrates the special attentlon and priority given
by His Highness to this important economic sector. The present conference is the fourth one in a series of internatlonal
conferences organized by UAE during the fast 11 years (March 08 -10, 1998, March 25 - 27, 2001, and 19 - 21 February 2006).
Date palm scientists, experts, and senior officials from around the world will be able to exchange their know-how and experiences.

Nearly 300 participants from 40 countries and several international organizations have already confirmed their participation to the
Fourth International Date Palm Conference. Interesting abstracts are being submitted by participants from the following
countries: Albania, Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahraln, Bangladesh, Canada, Costa Rica, Egypt, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Jordan, K.S.A, Kuwait, Libya, Malaysia, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Spain, Sudan, Syria,, Tunisla, Turkey, U.A.E, U.X, U.S.A and Yemen.

The objective of the conference is to provide an opportunity for updating scientific information on different aspects of the date
palm production chain from farm to consumers. It is also a forum to compare the recent experlences in the United Arab Emirates
with those of other date growing countries. Above all it Is to foster international technical cooperation on different aspects of date
palm productlon chaln.

The theme of the conference is to explore new dimensions and challenges for sustainable date palm production under the
patronage of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, President of UAE.

The conference wlll be In the internatlonal limelight due to the renowned speakers who will be attending the conference from all
over the world. Besides there will also be senlor officials from different date growing countries. A wide range of scientific subjects
related to all aspects of date palm production will be presented. What makes this event much awaited event in haloed circles is:
the scientific input from many countries of the world; innovative approach to scientlfic sessions; Informatlonal exhibltion; and
tours to the varlous sites of technical or tourist interest around United Arab Emirates.

The Conference has been slated to start from 15th of March at the Emirates Palace Hotel, Emlirates Palace Abu Dhabi. The main
subjects that will come under debate will be as follows: Current Status of Date Palm Cuitivation In the World; UAE date palm
cultlvatlon experlence; Impacts of date culture on the environment and desertification control; Date Palm Research and
Development; Molecular and genetic engineering; Germplasm and propagation; Improved date palm cultural practices; Date
palm protection - focus will be on the most important diseases, pests and major diseases of date palm; and physlological
disorders.

With a view of enhancing the production and proliferation of date palm research In the UAE and rewarding those individuals and
institutions that have contributed substantially to it - The Khalifa International Date Palm Award was set up.

The Award mission Is to encourage people involved in cultivatlon of date palms: researchers, growers, exporters, whether
individuals or institutions, and to honor figures engaged in the date palm Industry at the local, reglonal and intemnational levels.

The conference and the award are some of the radical steps that the government has undertaken to make UAE’s landscape
abundant In more ways than one by bringing the desert soil alive with the ever-Increasing date palm development. Earning a
Guinness Book Award for planting the most number of date palms was no surprise last year for UAE.
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Abu Dhabi, Feb 15th, 2010 (WAM) -- Khalifa International Date Palm Award announced today names of the winners in its second edition
2010. The award ceremony will be held during the Fourth International Date Palm Conference slated for 15th March.

HE Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award expressed his appreciation to the directives of President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and his
patronage and support to Khalifa International Date Palm Award which placed the Award in a leading position at the Arab and International
leveitte also thanked H.H. General Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed At Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of
UAE Armed Forces for supporting the causeDr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Date Palm Award, in the
presence of Dr. Abdullah Saad Al Khanbashi, UAEU Vice Chancellor and Chairman of the High Committee of the Fourth International Date
Palm Conference, held in Abu Dhabi today a press conference to announce names of the Award winners in its second editiorDr. Elballa
Ibrahim Hagona, Resident Representative a.i., UNDP-UAE, Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Al Kaabi, Member of Board of Trustees and Head of
Administration and Financial Committee of the Award, Dr. Hassan Shabana, Member of the Scientific Committee were also presentDr.
Abdelouahhab Zaid expressed enormous confidence and pride in the high standard achieved by the Award under the directives and
patronage of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award.

The following are the winners:.

Distinguished Researches and Studies catagory:First Prize: The Dates Production Economics in Algeria / Dr. Benaichi Bachir - Algeria.
(AED 300,000 + A trophy & Certificate).

Second Prize: De novo sequencing and comparative genomics of the date palm tree (Phoenix dactylifera L.cv Khalas) using massively
parallel sequencing) Dr.Joel A.Malek / Cornell Medical College - Qatar. (AED 200,000 + A trophy & Certificate).Distinguished Producers
Catagory: First Prize: Al-baten's Date Project /Saleh Abdul Aziz Al-Rajhi, Awgaf administration - KSA. (AED 300,000 + A trophy &
CertificateSecond Prize: Al Foah Organic Farm ; Al Foah L.L.C. Company- UAE. (AED 200,000 for + A trophy & Certificate). The Best New
Technique Category: First Prize: Palm Fibre Polymers (PFP) — United Arab Emirates. (AED 300,000 + A trophy & Certificate). Second Prize:
Red Palm Weevil Early Detection / Eng. Kassem Tofailli-USA. (AED 200,000 + A trophy & Certificate). The Best Development Project

Catagory:First Prize: Developing the Australian Date Industry / Mr. David James and Mrs. Anita Reilly- Australia. (AED 300,000 + A trophy
& Certificate)Second Winner:(withheld).

Distinguished Figure Category: The Winner: Dr.AbduiRahman Ibrahim Al-Humaid - KSA.( AED 300,000 + a trophy & Certificate).

Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Al Kaabi, member of Board of Trustees, head of Administration and Financial Committee mentioned that this
edition was distinguished by some major factors such as the increase of number of award categories from three to five and the rise in
applications by72% compared to the first edition. The number of participating countries also rose from 18 to 24, he pointed out. He also
noted a remarkable increase in the number of researchdeab countries accounted for 67% of the participants on the overall level, but the
number of non Arab countries participating in the event also rose by 50pc.The Secretary general summed up the objectives of the award as
enhancing UAE's position internationally in developing the scientific research in date palm and encouraging those involved in the date palm
sector including researchers, growers, producers, exporters, organizations, societies and specialist bodies. It also creates a platform for
honoring the public figures in the field of date palm at the national, regional and international levels.

The award gets patronage and continuous support from various key stakeholders in the country such as UAE University, Khalifa
International Date Palm Award, Ministry of Presidential Affairs, Date Palm Friends Society, Ministry of Environment and Water, Abu Dhabi
Food Control Authority, Abu Dhabi Municipality, Department of Municipalities and Agriculture — Agriculture Sector, Al Dhahera Agricultural
Company, Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture & Heritage, Date Palm Global Network, Liwa Date Festivai, Food and Agricultural Organization
- FAO, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), International Society for
Horticulture Science, The International Centre For Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Fineline for Advertising and Publishing, Nerva
Group Company, and Leftside Design Company.
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The Fourth International Date Palm Conference m@m :
concluded Emirates News Agercy

Abu Dhabi, Mar 17th, 2010 (WAM) -- The Fourth tnternational Date Palm Conference concluded in Abu Dhabi today issuing a call to
intensify scientific and technological cooperation among the various stakeholders involved in the development of date palm cultivation.

The conference also launched a series of specialised workshops across the Arab region and the world to discuss issues and problems
relevant to cultivation and production of datesThe conference was organised under the patronage of President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan by UAE University in collaboration with Khalifa International Date Palm Award and Date Palm Friends Society.More than
250 scientists and experts from forty countries had discussed over 144 scientific papers during the three-day conference held at the
Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi. A number of intensive charrettes and workshops were also held on the fringes of the conferenceDr. Abdul
Wahab Zayed, Secretary General of the Khalifa International Date Palm Award and Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the
Conference that the participants were drenched in research and working papers submitted in the conference, at the end of which they

recommended to double efforts to develop agriculture and the date palm industry in all aspects so as to increase productivity and to meet
the rising demands of the growing world population.
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Khalifa International Date Palm Award announces winners

2010-03-14 13:46:33

WAM Abu Dhabi, March 14th, 2010 (WAM) -- Khalifa International Date Palm Award announced today names
of the winners for its second edition 2010. The award ceremony will be held during the Fourth International
Date Palm Conference commencing tomorrow at the Emirates Palace Hotel, Abu Dhabl.

H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education, Sclentific Research, Chairman of
Board of Trustees of Khalifa Internatlonal Date Palm Award will honor the winners on the occasion.

The names of the winners are: Distinguished Researches and Studies category: First Prize: The Dates
Productlon Economics in Algeria / Dr. Benaichi Bachir - Algerla. Second Prize: De novo Sequencing and
Comparative Genomlcs of the date palm tree Dr. Joel A.Malek / Cornell Medical College - Qatar.
Distingulshed Producers Category: First Prize: Al-baten's Date Project /Saleh Abdul Aziz Al-Rajhi, Awqaf
administration - KSA. Second Prize: Al Foah Organic Farm ; Al Foah L.L.C. Company- UAE.

The Best New Technlque Category: First Prize: Palm Fibre Polymers (PFP) - United Arab Emirates. Second
Prize: Red Palm Weevil Early Detection / Eng. Kassem Tofailli-USA.

The Best Development Project Category: First Prize: Developing the Australian Date Industry / Mr. Davld
James and Mrs. Anita Reilly- Australia, Second Winner:(withheld).

Distingulshed Figure Category: The Winner: Dr. AbdulRahman Ibrahim Al-Humaid - KSA.

WAM/SS WAM/SS/AM
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Awards inspire Emlratls
to set date palm record

APPLICATIONS INVITED WORLDWIDE FOR 2011 HONOURS

By BINSAL ABDUL KADER
Stujj Repnrzer

Abu Dhabi The recognition
and encouragement pro-

vided by an award has in- .

spired the UAE farmers to
‘break the Guinness World
Record in palm tree farm-
ing and the number of
palm trees will further £0
up with this trend, a senior
official told Gulf News after
announcing the details of
the 2011 Khalifa Interna-
tional Date Palm Award.

“Under the directives of .

Shaikh Nahyan Bin Mu-
barak Al Nahyan, Minister
of Higher Education and
Scientific Research and the
Chairman of Board of Trus-
“tees of the award, we are
calling for the applications’
for the- 2011 awards, in-

spired by the record set by
the UAE in date palm farm-
ing, said Dr Abdelouahhab
Zaid, the secretary general
of the award.

“The UAE has more
than 40 million palm trees
[which set a Guinness World
Record] and the number
will go up further thanks to
the support given by the
rulers [and the award], he
said. “We will accept the ap-

plications from today [Tues-

day] to October 2010,” Dr
Abdelouahhab Zaid.
Farmers, producers, re-
searchers, academics, spe-
cialists and date palm lov-
ers worldwide can submit

_the applications for one of

the five prizes. The win-
ners will be announced in
February next year and the
awards will be presented in

March, he said. The award
was established in 2008 as
an appreciation from Presi-
dent His Highness Shaikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an to palm trees and the

people associated with their
farming either in the UAE or
anywhere else in the world.
The award recognises the
outstanding efforts made for
the sustainable development

| of date palm for the present .

and future generations. The
wward is considered the
first and biggest of its kmd
in the Arab world.

There will be a specxal

who have contributed to the
growlh of date palm farm-
ing. The first four categories
include two winners each
— first place winner getting
Dh300,000, and the second
place winner Dh200,000,
apart from a trophy and
certificate. The fifth cate-
gory includes only one win-
ner who will get a prize of
Dh300,000.

awards for UAE nationals -
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Entries for date palm award open

Anwar Ahmad

ABU DHABI — Participants can submit
their applications for the Dh2.3 million
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
(KIDPA), Dr Abdelouahhab Zaid, sec-
retary general of the organisers an-
nounced.

The applications submission period
which began on Tuesday ends on Octo-
ber 30 and the awards ceremony will be
held in March 2om.

KIDPA targets this year to invite
more people from around the world to
participate in the competition for the
third chapter of the awards.

The award is open to individuals or
groups from all countries, civil societ-
ies, and government or private organi-
sations.

The organisers intend to give it a
more local touch and in this way want

to spread the knowledge of the date
farming, Dr Zaid said.

There will be five categories of the
award for the third edition giving op-
portunity to all farmers, growers, pro-
ducers, researchers, academics, spe-
cialists and date palm lovers around the
world, Dr Zaid said.

The categories include distinguished
research and studies, distinguished
producers, the best new technique, the
best development project and distin-
guished figure, he said.

The first four categories will have
first and second prizes. The first placed
entry gets a prize of Dh300,000, a tro-
phy and a certificate. The runner-up
gets Dh200o,000 plusa trophyand a cer-
tificate. :

The fifth category honours just
the winner who stands to pocket
Dh300,000 along with a trophy and a
certificate.

According to Dr Zaid, there are 42 mil-
lion palm trees in the UAE and the num-
ber of palm trees is growing every year.

Khalifa International Date Palm
Award is considered the first and big-
gest of its kind in the Arab region.
Since its inception in 2008, this award
ceremony gained immense popularity
among specialist agricultural circles of
date palm inside and outside the UAE,
Dr Zaid said.

He said the award administrative
committee will start screening the ap-
plications in November and then the
scientific committee will evaluate the
applications in December and January.

The committee will announce the
names of the prizewinners during the
first week of February 2011.

More information can be had by log-
ging on to www.kidpa.uacu.ac.ae and
www.kidpa.ae

anwar@khaleejtimes.com
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Visit of the African Delegation for the Date Palm
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