N~

\Y7/

\ )

o
N

onchjll JKiullg poill Al dgall doua 6jila
KHALIFA INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR DATE PALM
AND AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION

MEDIA CLIPPING REPORT

ol Gy @il ey G pgmaia fdd) gam (sl dile) ual
A addds — Aull Gghd s ¢ sbs

MAY 2017







Month: May 2017

el j8illg polll Juiil dygall aaua il
KHALIFA INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR DATE PALM
AND AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION

# Publication Market | Circulation | Language F;\""Igé Date

1 WAM UAE Online Avrabic -- 13-05-2017
2 Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE Online Arabic --- || 13-05-2017
3 Dot Al Emirate UAE Online Arabic --- || 13-05-2017
4 Al littihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 36 | 14-05-2017
5 Al Khaleej UAE 138,48 Arabic 03 | 14-05-2017
6 Al Khalegj UAE 138,48 Avrabic 03 | 14-05-2017
7 Al Bayan UAE 134,53 Arabic 02 14-05-2017
8 Al Bayan UAE 134,53 Arabic 17 | 14-05-2017
9 Al Fajer UAE 119,98 Arabic 01 | 14-05-2017
10 | Al Fajer UAE 119,98 Arabic 22 | 14-05-2017
11 Al Watan UAE 30,000 Avrabic 01 | 14-05-2017
12 Al Watan UAE 30,000 Avrabic 19 | 14-05-2017
13 Al Royaa UAE 1579 Arabic 04 | 14-05-2017
14 || Al Khaleej UAE Online Arabic - 14-05-2017




15 | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 14-05-2017
16 | Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic - 14-05-2017
17 Al littihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 03 15-05-2017
18 | WAM UAE Online Avrabic -- 15-05-2017
19 | WAM UAE Online English -- 15-05-2017
20 | Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE Online Arabic ---- || 15-05-2017
21 || Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE Online English ---- || 15-05-2017
22 || Emirates Business UAE Online English ---- || 15-05-2017
23 kel ol UAE Online Arabic ---- | 15-05-2017
24 || Sharjah 24 UAE Online Avrabic ---- || 15-05-2017
25 | Al littihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 18 | 16-05-2017
26 || Al Khalegj UAE 138,48 Arabic 12 | 16-05-2017
27 Al Bayan UAE 134,53 Arabic 26 | 16-05-2017
28 || Al Fajer UAE 119,98 Avrabic 22 | 16-05-2017
29 || Al Watan UAE 30,000 Arabic 07 | 16-05-2017
30 || Al Royaa UAE 1579 Arabic 6-7 | 16-05-2017
31 | Al littihad UAE Online Arabic - 16-05-2017




32 || Al Khalegj UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
33 || Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
34 | Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
35 | Al Watan UAE Online Avrabic 16-05-2017
36 | Al Roya UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
37 | Shoofe news -- Online Arabic 16-05-2017
38 | Safat News Kuwait Online Arabic 16-05-2017
39 || Al Fujera News UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
40 | Emaratyah News UAE Online Avrabic 16-05-2017
41 Ima news KSA Online Arabic 16-05-2017
42 || Al Ain News UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
43 || 24 Egypt Egypt Online Arabic 16-05-2017
44 | Sharjah 24 UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
45 || Al Jazeera Eyes UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
46 | Hamereen News UAE Online Arabic 16-05-2017
47 | Al Youm Al Sabea | Egypt Online Arabic 16-05-2017
48 || Al Shamel News Online Arabic 16-05-2017




49 | Al Oufg News Online Arabic - 16-05-2017
50 || 24 News Online Arabic - 16-05-2017
51 | ENN News UAE Online Arabic - 16-05-2017
52 | Biicon Online Avrabic - 16-05-2017
53 || I News Arabia Online Arabic - 16-05-2017
54 || UAE News UAE Online Arabic - 16-05-2017
55 | Loutas News Online Arabic - 16-05-2017
56 iggﬁ‘c'; News Bahrain | Online | Arabic | - | 16-05-2017
57 | Paris News -- Online Arabic - 16-05-2017
58 || 24/7 Emirates UAE Online English ---- || 17-05-2017
59 || Al Waei alshababy Egypt Online Avrabic - 17-05-2017
60 | Al Juda News UAE Online Arabic - 17-05-2017
61 Al littihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 13 19-05-2017
62 | A\ Mount Morocco | Online | Arabic | - | 21-05-2017
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Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Presidential Affairs

The Award’s General Secretariat cordially Invites you to attend the

Ninth Award Distribution Ceremony of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm

and Agricultural Innovation

10:00 am, Monday 15 /05/2017
at Emirates Palace Hotel, Abu Dhabi
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Mother of the UAE chosen as Person of
the Year 2017

Monday 15 May 2017

S

Her Highness Sheikha Fatimabint! Mubmk

alllakos — cilloyl o) @jlao ey dakals dsiml ga—w

AU e gl el oy gl drail dsusg o (@l vl el Y )

sikha Fatima bint Mubarak (mother of the | & i protect her)

he Women's Union, Supreme President of thq \

Aresident of the Supreme Council for Mothe
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ABU DHABI, 15th May, 2017 (WAM) -- H.H. Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak,
Chairwoman of the General Women's Union, Supreme Chairwoman of the Family
Development Foundation and President of the Supreme Council for Motherhood and
Childhood "Mother of the UAE" was chosen as the Person of the Year 2017 by the
Khalifa International Award For Date Palm And Agricultural Innovation .

This was announced during a ceremony held on Monday at the Emirates Palace in
Abu Dhabi, under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs. During the ceremony,
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge
Development and Chairman ofthe Award’s Board of Trustees, honoured the winners
of the 9th edition of the award .
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Sheikh Nahyan stressed that this selection was based on the leading role of H.H.
Sheikha Fatima in the promotion of environment protection in the UAE and the
world, and in continuing the achievements of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan in women’s empowerment and sustainable development .

The ceremony was attended by Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al-Zeyoudi, Minister of
Climate Change and Environment; Jos? Graziano daSilva, Director-General of Food
and Agriculture Organisation; Dr. Abdulmonem Al Banna, Egyptian Minister of
Agriculture and Land Reclamation; Major General Alaa Abou Zeid, Governor of the
Egyptian Governorate of Matrouh; and several senior officials, diplomatic corps
representatives in the UAE, the award board of trustees, and people interested in
palm trees and agricultural innovation .

In his speech, Sheikh Nahyan praised the efforts made by President His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan in achieving sustainable development on all
fronts. He also noted Sheikh Khalifa’s interest in palms and the agricultural
innovation sector, which is a continuation of the attention given by the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan .

He also expressed his appreciation to His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, for his strong support to the award and his wise strategic vision for
the future of sustainable development in the UAE, as well as for supporting the
leadership and excellence of UAE citizens in all fields, especially palm agriculture,
date production and agricultural innovation .

He thanked H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Presidential Affairs, for providing full supportfor this award, and for his
directives that this award would become a beacon of sustainable giving and would
lead the development of the date palm sector and agricultural work on national and
regional levels .

Sheikh Nahyan declared the organisation of the 6th International Dates Palms
conference in March 2018 in appreciation of the role of Sheikh Khalifa, and his
support for scientific research through specialised institutions and for
implementation of his directives to move to a better world .

The conference was organised under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa, under the
umbrella of the Khalifa International Award For Date Palm And Agricultural
Innovation, and in co-operation with relevant authorities in the UAE .
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He also announced the launch of the Exceptional Farmer and Innovative Farmer
Award in the UAE, under the umbrella of the Khalifa International Award For Date
Palm And Agricultural Innovation, in co-operation with Al Foah Company, which
targets citizen farmers who produce dates .

The award seeks to become a platform to encourage date palm farmers to strengthen
the quality of UAE dates and train them for competitions on the international level.
It also comes in appreciation of the farmers’ efforts, which contributed to
strengthening sustainable development in the UAE .

Graziano praised the efforts of Sheikh Khalifa and the patron of this award His
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, on the international success of
this award. He pointed out that it has become the biggest and most prestigious
scientific award specialised in date palms and its industries, and is working now on
encouraging all kinds of agricultural innovation .

Highlighting the generous patronage of Sheikh Mansour and the efforts of Sheikh
Nahyan, he said that the UAE is in the forefront of the regional and international
efforts to produce date palms in a sustainable way .

WAM/Muzamil
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Mother of the Emirates”, Person of the Year
of the Year 2017

Monday 15 May 2017

e
Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
H.H. Nahayan Mabarak honors the winners of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agriucltural Innovation
— Nahayan Mabarak launches the Outstanding Farmer Award,
and the Innovative Farmer Award.
— Nahayan Mabarak announces organization of the 6th International Conference of Date
Palm, March/2018
— The General Secretariat of the Award signs five letters of intent with national and
international institutions
Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development and President of the
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Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation honoured the winners of the 9th Session of Khalifa International Award
for Date Plam and Agricultural Innovation in a special ceremony held at the Emirates
Palace yesterday morning, Monday, May 15th 2017 in the presence of H.E. Dr.
Thani Bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, Minister of Climate Change and Environment, H.E.
Dr. Jose Graziano da Silva, Director General of “FAO”, H.E Dr. Abdelmunecam Al
Banna, Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation in the Arab Republic of
Egyptt HE Gen. Alaa Abu Zeid, Governor of  Matruh.
The ceremony was also attended by a number of their highness and excellency,
members of the diplomatic corps in the UAE, members of the Board of Trustees and
the Scientific Committee of the Award and a large audience of those specialized and
interested in  the Dblessed tree and  agricultural innovation.
In his speech during the ceremony, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development and President of the Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation,
praised the great efforts H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE (God protects him), is generously exerting for achievement of sustainable
development at all levels and in all areas. Date palm and agricultural innovation
sector occupies a prominent position of His Highness’ thought as manifested in a lot
of giving and great support to the blessed tree and workers in this field. This is not
new but rather a normal stretch of the attention the Late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan (God rest his soul in peace), builder of the agricultural renaissance and
founder of the United Arab Emirates, rendered to the date palm tree and agriculture
in general, and who laid the pillars of a successful agricultural renaissance in the
UAE when he said “Give me agriculture and I’ll guarantee civilization for you”.
Thanks to his leadership that the UAE has become a leading world center of date
palm cultivation and date production.

His Highness also extended great thanks and sincere appreciations to H.H Sheikh
Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces for his strong support of the Award, his wise
strategic vision of the future of sustainable development in the homeland and his
keenness for the Emirati people to proceed forward with taking the lead for
excellence at all levels, especially in the field of date palm cultivation, date
production and agricultural innovation. UAE has become a success story and
pioneering model to be followed in successful work, outstanding achievement and
innovation.

He extended thanks and appreciations, as well, to H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, deputy prime minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, for his
keenness to provide full supportto this Award and for his sound directives to make
the Award a beacon of sustainable giving and goodness that will drive the
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locomotive of development of date palm and agricultural innovation at the national,
regional and world levels.

Person of the Year
H.H Sheikh Nahayan announced, in his speech during the honoring ceremony,
granting of “Person of the Year 2017” to H.H Sheikha Fatima Bint Mabarak,
“Mother of the Emirates”, in recognition of the pioneering role of “Mother of the
Emirates” over half a century in promoting environmental protection in the UAE
and the world, in continuation ofwhat the Late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(God rest his soul in peace) has done through empowerment of the woman and
community to achieve sustainable development.

6th International Conference of Date Palm
H.H President of the Board of Trustees added that, in recognition of the role of H.H
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE (God protects him) in
his unlimited support of scientific research through specialized institutions and in
implementation of His Highness’ guidance to proceed forward towards a better
world, H.H Sheikh Nahayan announced organization of the 6th International
Conference of Date Palm in March/2018 under the patronage of H.H President of
the UAE (God protects him) and under the umbrella of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in collaboration with the concerned
parties at the national’s level. This conference, which is a milestone for Abu Dhabi
and a value added to the UAE in the world of international conferences specialized
in date palm, is one of a series of five previous international conferences organized
in the United Arab Emirates. The 1st International Conference of Date Palm was
held on March 8-10, 1997, the 2nd, on March 25-27, 2001, the 3rd, on March 19-26,
2006, the 4th, on March 15-17, 2010, the 5th, on March 16-18, 2014 and we are now
at the 6th International Conference of Date Palm next March/2018, God willing.
Outstanding Farmer Award and Innovative Farmer Award
H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan announced launching ofthe Outstanding
Farmer Award and Innovative Farmer Award under the umbrella of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in collaboration with
Al Foah Co. to target the national growers and producers of dates at the UAE level.
The national version of the Award comes ten years after establishment of the Award
(2007-2017) to be a national platform for encouraging growers of date palm to
cultivate the best commercial varieties, promoting the quality of Emirati dates,
qualifying them to compete at the international level and recognizing the growers’
efforts that contribute to promotion of sustainable development in the UAE.

5 Letters of Intent
The Secretariat general of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, and in the presence of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and H.H Sheikh
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Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development
and President of the Board of Trustees, signed five letters of intent with a number of
specialized international organizations, which spared no efforts to support the
Award’s message and its strategic objectives, namely: University of the United Arab
Emirates, Al Foah Co, International Centre of Bio-Saline Agriculture (ICBA), The
Egyptian Ministry of Commerce and Industry, and Phoenix Inc.

This shows that the useful results and high credibility the Award has achieved at the
national and international levels has not come from vacuum but rather the outcome
of the clear vision and hard work of the members of the Board of Trustees as well as
partnership and collaboration with all the concerned parties at the UAE and world
levels.

Mr. José Graziano da Silva, FAO Director-General praised His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates, Founder and
Patron of the Award; and His Highness Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, for the international success that this award has achieved. In fact, the Khalifa
International is nowadays the most prestigious scientific award specialized in date
palm and its industries, and it now encourages all kinds of agricultural innovation.
This is also thanks to the gracious patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and
to the work of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, President of the
Award’s Board of Trustees. He added United Arab Emirates are at the forefront of
regional and international efforts to produce date palms in a sustainable way.
Award Statistics
According to Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of the Award, the
Award’s statistics shows that this sessionis characterized by some key points, most
notably an increase in the number of applicants to the Award’s categories up to 201,
representing 37 countries and including 169 participants from the Arab countries and
32 from the rest of the world, which is indicative to the Award’s importance and the
credibility it has achieved at the national, Arab and international levels.
The Secretary General added that our mission is to create a favorable and stimulating
environment for creativity and innovation in the field of agricultural innovation and
date palm, to honor the winners and recognize their efforts which contribute to
promotion of food security and realization of the objectives of sustainable
development in the world, within a clear vision of supporting and development of
the date palm and agricultural innovation sector towards achievement of
“Sustainable Development 2030”. The Award also aims at introducing the world to
the attention rendered by H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE (God protects him), to date palm cultivation and agricultural innovation
and his kind initiatives in the activities and areas of supporting the special researches
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and studies. It also aims at highlighting the responsible leading role of the United
Arab Emirates in boosting creativity and innovation the field of date palm and
agricultural sector, interest in the issues of environmental protection, fighting of
poverty and expansion of the green area for achievement of sustainable
development, support of scientific research, encouragement and appreciation of the
workers in development of the agricultural and date palm sectors in the UAE and the
rest of the world and benefiting from the various experiences for upgrading the
reality of agriculture and date palm according to the best international practices.
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Her Highness Sheikha Fatimabint Mubarak:
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HH Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, Chairwoman of the General Women’s Union,
Supreme Chairwoman of the Family Development Foundation and President of the
Supreme Council for Motherhood and Childhood ‘Mother of the UAE’ was chosen
as the Person of the Year 2017 by the Khalifa
International Award For Date Palm And Agricultural Innovation.
This was announced during a ceremony held on Monday at the Emirates Palace in
Abu Dhabi, under the patronage of HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs. During the ceremony,
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge
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Development and Chairman ofthe Award’s Board of Trustees, honoured the winners
of the Oth edition of the award.
Sheikh Nahyan stressed that this selection was based on the leading role of H.H.
Sheikha Fatima in the promotion of environment protection in the UAE and the
world, and in continuing the achievements of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan i women’s empowerment and  sustainable  development.
The ceremony was attended by Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al-Zeyoudi, Minister of
Climate Change and Environment; Jos? Graziano daSilva, Director-General of Food
and Agriculture Organisation; Dr. Abdulmonem Al Banna, Egyptian Minister of
Agriculture and Land Reclamation; Major General Alaa Abou Zeid, Governor of the
Egyptian Governorate of Matrouh; and several senior officials, diplomatic corps
representatives in the UAE, the award board of trustees, and people interested in
palm trees and agricultural innovation.
In his speech, Sheikh Nahyan praised the efforts made by President His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan in achieving sustainable development on all
fronts. He also noted Sheikh Khalifa’s interest in palms and the agricultural
iInnovation sector, which is a continuation of the attention given by the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

He also expressed his appreciation to His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, for his strong support to the award and his wise strategic vision for
the future of sustainable development in the UAE, as well as for supporting the
leadership and excellence of UAE citizens in all fields, especially palm agriculture,
date production and agricultural innovation.

He thanked H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Presidential Affairs, for providing full supportfor this award, and for his
directives that this award would become a beacon of sustainable giving and would
lead the development of the date palm sector and agricultural work on national and
regional levels.

Sheikh Nahyan declared the organisation of the 6th International Dates Palms
conference in March 2018 in appreciation of the role of Sheikh Khalifa, and his
support for scientific research through specialised institutions and for
implementation of his directives to move to a better world.

The conference was organised under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa, under the

umbrella of the Khalifa International Award For Date Palm And Agricultural
Innovation, and in co-operation with relevant authorities in the UAE.
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He also announced the launch of the Exceptional Farmer and Innovative Farmer
Award in the UAE, under the umbrella of the Khalifa International Award For Date
Palm And Agricultural Innovation, in co-operation with Al Foah Company, which
targets citizen farmers who produce dates.

The award seeks to become a platform to encourage date palm farmers to strengthen
the quality of UAE dates and train them for competitions on the international level.
It also comes in appreciation of the farmers’ efforts, which contributed to
strengthening sustainable development in the UAE.

Graziano praised the efforts of Sheikh Khalifa and the patron of this award His
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, on the international success of
this award. He pointed out that it has become the biggest and most prestigious
scientific award specialised in date palms and its industries, and is working now on
encouraging all kinds of agricultural innovation.

Highlighting the generous patronage of Sheikh Mansour and the efforts of Sheikh
Nahyan, he said that the UAE is in the forefront of the regional and international
efforts to produce date palms in a sustainable way.
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Mother of the UAE chosen as Person of
the Year 2017

By Wam

Tuesday 17 May 2017
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Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak

Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, Chairwoman of the General Women's Union,
Supreme Chairwoman of the Family Development Foundation and President of the
Supreme Council for Motherhood and Childhood "Mother of the UAE" was chosen
as the Person of the Year 2017 by the Khalifa International Award For Date Palm
And Agricultural Innovation.
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This was announced during a ceremony held on Monday at the Emirates Palace in
Abu Dhabi, under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs. During the ceremony,
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge
Development and Chairman ofthe Award’s Board of Trustees, honoured the winners
of the 9th edition of the award.

Sheikh Nahyan stressed that this selection was based on the leading role of H.H.
Sheikha Fatima in the promotion of environment protection in the UAE and the
world, and in continuing the achievements of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan in women’s empowerment and sustainable development.

The ceremony was attended by Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al-Zeyoudi, Minister of
Climate Change and Environment; Jos? Graziano daSilva, Director-General of Food
and Agriculture Organisation; Dr. Abdulmonem Al Banna, Egyptian Minister of
Agriculture and Land Reclamation; Major General Alaa Abou Zeid, Governor of the
Egyptian Governorate of Matrouh; and several senior officials, diplomatic corps
representatives in the UAE, the award board of trustees, and people interested in
palm trees and agricultural innovation.

In his speech, Sheikh Nahyan praised the efforts made by President His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan in achieving sustainable development on all
fronts. He also noted Sheikh Khalifa’s interest in palms and the agricultural
iInnovation sector, which is a continuation of the attention given by the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

He also expressed his appreciation to His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, for his strong support to the award and his wise strategic vision for
the future of sustainable development in the UAE, as well as for supporting the
leadership and excellence of UAE citizens in all fields, especially palm agriculture,
date production and agricultural innovation.

He thanked H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Presidential Affairs, for providing full supportfor this award, and for his
directives that this award would become a beacon of sustainable giving and would
lead the development of the date palm sector and agricultural work on national and
regional levels.

Sheikh Nahyan declared the organisation of the 6th International Dates Palms
conference in March 2018 in appreciation of the role of Sheikh Khalifa, and his
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support for scientific research through specialised institutions and for
implementation of his directives to move to a better world.

The conference was organised under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa, under the
umbrella of the Khalifa International Award For Date Palm And Agricultural
Innovation, and in co-operation with relevant authorities in the UAE.

He also announced the launch of the Exceptional Farmer and Innovative Farmer
Award in the UAE, under the umbrella of the Khalifa International Award For Date
Palm And Agricultural Innovation, in co-operation with Al Foah Company, which
targets citizen farmers who produce dates.

The award seeks to become a platform to encourage date palm farmers to strengthen
the quality of UAE dates and train them for competitions on the international level.
It also comes in appreciation of the farmers’ efforts, which contributed to
strengthening sustainable development in the UAE.

Graziano praised the efforts of Sheikh Khalifa and the patron of this award His
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, on the international success of
this award. He pointed out that it has become the biggest and most prestigious
scientific award specialised in date palms and its industries, and is working now on
encouraging all kinds of agricultural innovation.

Highlighting the generous patronage of Sheikh Mansour and the efforts of Sheikh
Nahyan, he said that the UAE is in the forefront of the regional and international
efforts to produce date palms in a sustainable way.
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& Myrto Arvaniti @myrtoarvaniti - May 15
y ¢ FAO Director-General during the 2017 Khalifa International Award with
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan #Emirates #innovation
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Frode Mauring @Frode_Mauring - May 14
Present at #Khalifa #International Award for Date Palm and #Agricultural
#Innovation @ #EmiratesPalace @kidpaai @ConnectSDGs #SDG
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MoCCAE& @MoCCaEUAE - May 15
HE @ThaniAlZeyoudi attended the 9th session of the Khalifa International Date
Palm Award and Agricultural Innovation 2017 awards today
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