>~

S
\\W/

enchjll JSiullg polll i) dgall doua 6jila
KHALIFA INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR DATE PALM
AND AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION

MEDIA CLIPPING REPORT

SIS ISl ) Al Aol ARAS Sl Jlged) Jis

March 2016




Month:Mar 2016

\. .:
X \\C/

el &g polll Juai) ddgall doda 6pla
KHALIFA INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR DATE PALM
AND AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION

# Publication Market | Circulation | Language Pljg.e Date

1 Al lttihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 06 14- 03 -2016
2 Al Khaleej UAE 114,800 Arabic 02 14- 03 -2016
3 Al Bayan UAE 68,845 Arabic 18 14- 03 -2016
4| Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 22 | 14-03-2016
5 Al Royaa UAE | ------ Arabic 12 14- 03 -2016
 |BeaaAbuDhabi | UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 14-03-2016
! Al Ittihad UAE Online Arabic - 14- 03 -2016
8 Al Khaleej UAE Online Arabic - 14- 03 -2016
9 Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 14- 03 -2016
101 Al Fajer UAE | Online | Arabic | - 14- 03 -2016
111 Al watan UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 14-03-2016
12 Al Royaa UAE Online Arabic - 14- 03 -2016
13 | UAE News UAE | Online | Arabic | -— | 14-03-2016
14 | AbuDhabiNews | UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 14-03-2016
15 Emirates Newswire | UAE Online English 14- 03 -2016




16 Angf Dhabi News | yae | online | English | -- | 14-03-2016
171 Al Ittihad UAE | 95000 | Arabic | 03 | 15-03-2016
18| Al Khaleej UAE | 114,800 | Arabic | 03 | 15-03-2016
19| Al Bayan UAE | 68845 | Arabic | 03 | 15-03-2016
201 Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 01 | 15-03-2016
2L 1 Al watan UAE | 30,000 | Arabic | 0L | 15-03-2016
22 1 wAM UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 15-03-2016
23 | Sudan News Sudan | Online | Arabic | - | 15-03-2016
Agency
24 | Sudai Press KSA | Online | Arabic | — | 15-03-2016
Agency
25 | Sudai Press KSA | Online | Arabic | - | 15-03-2016
Agency
26 | Sudai Press KSA | Online | Arabic | -~ | 15-03-2016
Agency
27| Akbar News - Online | Arabic | - | 15-03-2016
28 | vahoo Online | English | — | 15-03-2016
29 Gulf News UAE Online English 15- 03 -2016
30 wam UAE | Online | English | - | 16-03-2016
31 Khaleej Times UAE Online English 16- 03 -2016
32| Dubai News.net UAE | Online | English | - | 16-03-2016




33

Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE Online Arabic 16- 03 -2016
31 Al lttihad UAE | 95000 | Arabic | 21 | 16-03-2016
35 | Al Khalegj UAE | 114800 | Arabic | 16 | 16-03-2016
36| Al Bayan UAE | 68845 | Arabic | 18 | 16-03-2016
371 Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 22 | 16-03-2016
38 | Al watan UAE | 30,000 | Arabic | 10 | 16-03-2016
39| AlRoyaa UAE | - Arabic | 10 | 16-03-2016
40| Gulf News UAE | - English | 13 | 16-03-2016
41 Al ttihad UAE | Online | Arabic | - 16- 03 -2016
42| Al Khalegj UAE | Online | Arabic | - 16- 03 -2016
43| Al Bayan UAE | Online | Arabic | - 16- 03 -2016
4 | Al Fajer UAE | Online | Arabic | - 16- 03 -2016
4 | Al Royaa UAE | oOnline | Arabic | - 16- 03 -2016
46 Sudan News Sudan Online Arabic - 16- 03 -2016

Agency
47 Petra News Jordan Online Arabic - 16- 03 -2016
48| ARN News - Online | Arabic | - 16- 03 -2016
49| sky News UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 16-03-2016




50

Dubai Today UAE Online Arabic -- 16- 03 -2016
51 fﬂ'a:'r?;’ﬁ Al Egypt | Online | Arabic | - | 16-03-2016
2 | Al Gharbiah News | UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 16-03-2016
3 lwawm UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 17-03-2016
% lwam UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 17-03-2016
> | Al lttihad UAE | 95000 | Arabic | 15 | 17-03-2016
% | Al Khalegj UAE | 114800 | Arabic | 06 | 17-03-2016
7 | Al Bayan UAE | 68845 | Arabic | 26 | 17-03-2016
8 | Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 22 | 17-03-2016
5 | Al Watan UAE | 30,000 | Arabic | 04 | 17-03-2016
80 | AlRoyaa UAE | - Arabic | 12 | 17-03-2016
1 | Gulf Today UAE | - English | 4 | 17-03-2016
62| Al Khaleej UAE | Online | Arabic | - 17- 03 -2016
63 | Al Bayan UAE | Online | Arabic | - 17- 03 -2016
64 | Al Fajer UAE | Online | Arabic | - 17- 03 -2016
65 Al Watan UAE Online Arabic - 17- 03 -2016
66 | Al Royaa UAE | Online | Arabic | - 17- 03 -2016




67

The Gulf Today UAE Online English - 17- 03 -2016
68 Araa News Online Arabic - 17- 03 -2016
69 Sudan News Sudan Online Arabic - 17- 03 -2016

Agency
0 Kem News Sudan Online Arabic - 17- 03 -2016
1 wam UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 19-03-2016
72| Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 19-03-2016
3| UAE News UAE | Online | Arabic | — | 19-03-2016
41 Al lttihad UAE | 95000 | Arabic | 19 | 20-03-2016
> | Al Khalegj UAE | 114,800 | Arabic | 02 | 20-03-2016
6 | Al Bayan UAE | 68845 | Arabic | 17 | 20-03-2016
7| Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 22 | 20-03-2016
8 | Al Watan UAE | 30,000 | Arabic | 10 | 20-03-2016
¥ | AlRoyaa UAE | - Arabic | 02 | 20-03-2016
80 | Al 1ttihad UAE | Online | Arabic | - 20- 03 -2016
81 | Al Khalegj UAE | Online | Arabic | - 20- 03 -2016
82 1Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 20- 03 -2016
83 | Al Fajer UAE | Online | Arabic | - 20- 03 -2016




84

Al Watan UAE Online Arabic - 20- 03 -2016
85 Kem News Sudan Online Arabic - 20- 03 -2016
86 Sedaris News Sudan Online Arabic - 20- 03 -2016
87 WAM UAE Online Arabic -- 20- 03 -2016
8 | Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE | Online | Arabic | — | 20-03-2016
89| UAE News UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 20-03-2016
90 1 Al Ittihad UAE | 95000 | Arabic | 24 | 21-03-2016
9 | Al Khalegj UAE | 114800 | Arabic | 03 | 21-03-2016
92| Al Bayan UAE | 68845 | Arabic | 19 | 21-03-2016
93 | Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 22 | 21-03-2016
% | Al watan UAE | 30,000 | Arabic | 12 | 21-03-2016
% | Al Ittihad UAE | Online | Arabic | - 21-03 -2016
% | Al Khalegj UAE | Online | Arabic | - 21- 03 -2016
i | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 21- 03 -2016
B | Al Fajer UAE | Online | Arabic | - 21- 03 -2016
%9 Al Watan UAE Online Arabic - 21- 03 -2016
100 | Al Royaa UAE | Online | Arabic | - 21- 03 -2016
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WAM UAE Online Arabic - 21- 03 -2016
102 | Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE Online Arabic 21- 03 -2016
103 | ENN NEWS UAE | Online | Arabic | -- | 21-03-2016
104 | Sudan News Sudan Online Arabic -- 21- 03 -2016

Agency
105 1 UAE News UAE Online Arabic 21- 03 -2016
106 | Zawiah News UAE Online Arabic 21- 03 -2016
1071 Al ittihad UAE | 95000 | Arabic | 18 | 22-03-2016
108 | Al Khalegj UAE | 114,800 | Arabic | 02 | 22-03-2016
109 1 Al Bayan UAE | 68845 | Arabic | 05 | 22-03-2016
1101 Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 22 | 22-03-2016
L Al watan UAE | 30,000 | Arabic | 06 | 22-03-2016
112 | A Royaa UAE | - Arabic 14 22- 03 -2016
3 | Al Khaleej UAE Online Arabic - 22- 03 -2016
a1 Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 22- 03 -2016
115 Al Watan UAE Online Avrabic - 22- 03 -2016
116 | Al Royaa UAE Online Arabic - 22- 03 -2016
17 wam UAE | Online | Arabic | - | 23-03-2016




118

Beaa Abu Dhabi UAE Online Arabic 23-03 -2016
119 1 UAE News UAE Online Arabic 23-03 -2016
120 | Al Ittihad UAE | 95000 | Arabic | 10 | 24-03-2016
121 | Al Khaleej UAE | 114800 | Arabic | 20 | 24-03-2016
122 | Al Bayan UAE | 68845 | Arabic | 17 | 24-03-2016
123 | Al Fajer UAE | 23000 | Arabic | 22 | 24-03-2016
124 1 Al watan UAE | 30,000 | Arabic | 04 | 24-03-2016
125 | Al Royaa UAE | - Arabic | 12 | 24-03-2016
126 | Al tttihad UAE | Online | Arabic | - 24- 03 -2016
1271 Al Khaleej UAE Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
128 | Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
129 1 Al Fajer UAE Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
130 | Al watan UAE Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
131 Al Royaa UAE Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
132 ) Arab Index | - Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
133 | sahafat Al Emirate | UAE Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
134 Syedat Al Emirate | UAE Online Arabic - 24- 03 -2016
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OEmirqies Newswire

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
announces award proclamation date palm-and-agricultural-innovation-
announces-award-proclamation

Monday 14 March 2016

ABU DHABI, 14th February, 2016 (WAM) -- The General Secretariat of the Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation announced today the
proclamation date of the Award, concerned with agricultural innovation and date
palm sector, after a Federal Decree was issued by President His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan for its establishment and the defining of its categories
and objectives. The announcement was made at a press conference held by the
General Secretariat of the Award at the Emirates Palace Hotel in Abu Dhabi and
attended by Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary-General of the Award, Dr. Hilal
Hameed Al Kaabi, Chairman of the Administrative and Financial Committee of the
Award, media representatives and a number of researchers and those interested in
the agricultural sector. Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Zaid paid tributes to the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan for the growth witnessed by the agricultural
sector since his era, thanking his wise vision which changed the desert into a green
paradise after harnessing all resources and overcoming all obstacles and applying
the latest techniques and technologies. He emphasised that UAE's wise leadership
under President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has followed the
trail of the late Sheikh Zayed and rendered the agricultural sector special attention
and great care, developing this sector and achieving a new qualitative leap. He also
pointed out that the Award has achieved great accomplishments over the course of
seven years after having attracted the most important researchers, experts, growers
and those interested in the date palm sector and has been able to occupy a globally
prominent position as the first scientific award specialised in date palm and its
industries at the world level. He stressed that such accomplishments have been
achieved due to the kind patronage of the Award’s sponsor, President His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, as well as the attention of His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, the follow-up of H.H. Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, and the directives of Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of
Culture and Knowledge Development and President of the Award's Board of
Trustees. He explained that proclamation of the Award will be announced during a
special ceremony to be held at the Emirates Palace Hotel on March 15th. Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid also stressed that the constant support and attention of Ministry
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of Presidential Affairs, based on the directives of H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, would give
the Award the incentive to innovate and work very hard to harness all resources for
upgrading the date palm tree for the UAE to maintain its globally leading role in this
area. He pointed out that based on transparency and fairness principles and within
the strategy of the new award, the General Secretariat of the Award has decided to
shift all the received nomination files of the old award to the first session for 2017
of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and
within the applicable new conditions and criteria. Dr. Hilal Al Kaabi, Chairman of
the Administrative and Financial Committee of the Award, said that the honour of
establishment of the new award by President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan is an emphasis of His Highness' interest in and patronage of this sector
and his keenness to develop it in terms of research and study and improvement of
production. He also referred to the accomplishments the Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm has achieved so far, explaining that 1,000 candidates participated in
the previous seven sessions representing 39 countries from around the world. "Such
figures stress the great development the Award has realised and its widespread
appreciation,” Al Kaabi said, and added, "As the new award is being launched, we
are confident that it would be met by great popularity and broad participation." He
said that the Board of Trustees of the Award will also approve, during its next
meeting on 15th March 2016, the scientific Jury of the Award, which will include
eminent scientists and experts in the fields of innovation in the agricultural sector
and cultivation of date palms. These scientists and experts will unanimously decide
the winner in each category of the Award. WAM/AAMIR/Moran - See more at:
http://emiratesnewswire.com/general/40108/khalifa-international-award-for-date-
palm-and-agricultural-innovation-announces-award-proclamation-
date/#sthash.1gdJMBAK.dpuf

32


http://emiratesnewswire.com/general/40108/khalifa-international-award-for-date-palm-and-agricultural-innovation-announces-award-proclamation-date/#sthash.1gdJMBAk.dpuf
http://emiratesnewswire.com/general/40108/khalifa-international-award-for-date-palm-and-agricultural-innovation-announces-award-proclamation-date/#sthash.1gdJMBAk.dpuf
http://emiratesnewswire.com/general/40108/khalifa-international-award-for-date-palm-and-agricultural-innovation-announces-award-proclamation-date/#sthash.1gdJMBAk.dpuf

71 ABU DHABI
@ News.Net

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
announces award proclamation date

Monday 14 March 2016

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation announces
award proclamation date WAM Monday 15th February, 2016 ABU DHABI, 14th
February, 2016 (WAM) -- The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation announced today the proclamation
date of the Award, concerned with agricultural innovation and date palm sector, after
a Federal Decree was issued by President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan for its establishment and the defining of its categories and objectives.
The announcement was made at a press conference held by the General Secretariat
of the Award at the Emirates Palace Hotel in Abu Dhabi and attended by Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary-General of the Award, Dr. Hilal Hameed Al Kaabi,
Chairman of the Administrative and Financial Committee of the Award, media
representatives and a number of researchers and those interested in the agricultural
sector. Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Zaid paid tributes to the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan for the growth witnessed by the agricultural sector since his
era, thanking his wise vision which changed the desert into a green paradise after
harnessing all resources and overcoming all obstacles and applying the latest
techniques and technologies. He emphasised that UAE's wise leadership under
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has followed the trail
of the late Sheikh Zayed and rendered the agricultural sector special attention and
great care, developing this sector and achieving a new qualitative leap. He also
pointed out that the Award has achieved great accomplishments over the course of
seven years after having attracted the most important researchers, experts, growers
and those interested in the date palm sector and has been able to occupy a globally
prominent position as the first scientific award specialised in date palm and its
industries at the world level. He stressed that such accomplishments have been
achieved due to the kind patronage of the Award -s sponsor, President His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, as well as the attention of His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, the follow-up of H.H. Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, and the directives of Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of
Culture and Knowledge Development and President of the Award's Board of
Trustees. He explained that proclamation of the Award will be announced during a
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special ceremony to be held at the Emirates Palace Hotel on March 15th. Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid also stressed that the constant support and attention of Ministry
of Presidential Affairs, based on the directives of H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, would give
the Award the incentive to innovate and work very hard to harness all resources for
upgrading the date palm tree for the UAE to maintain its globally leading role in this
area. He pointed out that based on transparency and fairness principles and within
the strategy of the new award, the General Secretariat of the Award has decided to
shift all the received nomination files of the old award to the first session for 2017
of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and
within the applicable new conditions and criteria. Dr. Hilal Al Kaabi, Chairman of
the Administrative and Financial Committee of the Award, said that the honour of
establishment of the new award by President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan is an emphasis of His Highness' interest in and patronage of this sector
and his keenness to develop it in terms of research and study and improvement of
production. He also referred to the accomplishments the Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm has achieved so far, explaining that 1,000 candidates participated in
the previous seven sessions representing 39 countries from around the world. "Such
figures stress the great development the Award has realised and its widespread
appreciation,” Al Kaabi said, and added, "As the new award is being launched, we
are confident that it would be met by great popularity and broad participation.” He
said that the Board of Trustees of the Award will also approve, during its next
meeting on 15th March 2016, the scientific Jury of the Award, which will include
eminent scientists and experts in the fields of innovation in the agricultural sector
and cultivation of date palms. These scientists and experts will unanimously decide
the winner in each category of the Award
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Dates award moves beyond date palms

Tuesday 15 March 2016

G <
The new Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation award will
reward Dh4,250,000 to researches, innovations and best practices in agriculture.File photoMore

Khalifa award extends to all agricultural fields.

The seven-year old Khalifa International Date Palm Award no longer crowns achievements
only in the field of date palm farming and research. Instead, it is extending to all agricultural
fields.

The new Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation (KIADPAL),
which will reward Dh4,250,000 to researches, innovations and best practices in agriculture,
will be officially announced during a special ceremony on March 15, in Abu Dhabi.

"The new award has been designed to reward researchers and stimulate innovations that
provide proper solutions for the future food needs of the world," said Professor Abdelouahhab
Zaid, secretary general of KIADPAL. "It will also benefit from the global expertise of
participants in the different categories of the award to find the best means to improve the real
conditions of agriculture,” he added.
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According to Dr Hilal Al Kaabi, chairman of the administrative and financial committee of
KIADPALI, the award will have five categories, but unlike the previous date palm award, this
time there will be just one, not two winners per category.

Participants who have already prepared and submitted their entries for the date palm award
may re-enter them in the new one, which has a category specifically for date palms.

"In the previous years, the total participations in the various categories of the award was about
1,000, representing 39 countries around the world,"” pointed out Dr Al Kaabi. As Professor
Zaid said that opening the award's door to all agricultural innovation fields, and not just date
palm farming, will attract 10 times more the number of participants each year.

"The Scientific Committee will look to reward the submissions that our arid region can most
benefit from, but this is also an international award, meant to help agriculture everywhere
around the world, and that will be taken into consideration as well; it will be a case by case
judging," Professor Zaid told Khaleej Times.

Applications for KIADPAI will be accepted from May 1 until October 31 and winners will be
announced in February, 2017.

Prize money for each winner in the 5
categories:

> Dh 1m- Distinguished Studies
and Modern Technology category
> Dh1m - Pioneering Development
and Productive Project category

> Dh750,000 - Distinguished
Producers in Date Palm Sector
category

> Dh750,000 - Pioneering

and Sophisticated Innovations
Serving the Agricultural Sector

category
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> Dh750,000 - Influential

Figure in the Field of Date

Palm and Agricultural Innovation
category

Copyright © 2016 Khaleej Times. All Rights Reserved. Provided by SyndiGate Media Inc.
(Syndigate.info).

58


http://syndigate.info/

GULF NEWS &

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation launched

Eighth edition of award sees a change in categories and an increased
prize amount

Tuesday 15 March 2016

Image Credit: Ahmed Kutty/Gulf News

Shaikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan honoring Dr Salem Allozi, former
Director General of AOAD during the launching ceremony of the Khalifa
International award for date palm and agriculture innovation at the Emirates Palace
in Abu Dhabi.

Abu Dhabi: The UAE is firmly committed to research and studies that will
contribute towards agricultural innovation, said Shaikh Nahyan Mubarak Al
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Nahyan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development, at the official launch
of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in
Abu Dhabi on Tuesday.

The 2016 edition of the award has seen a change in the initiative from previous
years, with a higher emphasis on innovation as well as a significant increase in the
prize money, which has gone up from Dh300,000 to Dh1 million.

Originally launched in 2007 as the Khalifa International Date Palm Award by
President His Highness Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the initiative is
aimed at supporting scientific research and development in the agricultural and date
palm sector, and to showcase the UAE’s efforts towards that goal. Since then,
hundreds of participants from around the world have taken part in the initiative,
which has also seen the award become the most prominent award in the agriculture
and date palm industry.

“Undoubtedly, this unique scientific award, honoured by holding the name of our
father, His Highness Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE,
the leader of its march and builder of its renaissance, would add a new brick, create
a quality leap and inaugurate a new phase at the level of agricultural innovation

and development of the date palm sector at the Arab and international levels,” said
Shaikh Nahyan.

“Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation has come
to complement the march of Khalifa International Date Palm Award which was
launched in 2007 and, over eight years, achieved great development and a lot
accomplishments,” he added.

Al Nahyan spoke on the importance of agriculture and its contribution to successful
civilisations.

“Shaikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan considered agriculture the title of civilisation
and a main reason of progress and prosperity and a pillar of the economy of the
modern state,” he said. “With determination, wisdom and will, he managed to
overpower difficulties and overcome obstacles to change the desert into a green
paradise,” he added.

The minister also said research into new innovative methods for agriculture
production was crucial to achieve food security.
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“With wars and droughts many regions in the world are witnessing and leading to
severe deficiency in food and imbalance of the world food security, it is [therefore]
very necessary to launch initiatives to motivate innovation, creativity, finding of
proper and effective solutions and providing research and studies that would
contribute to minimising the problems such circumstances have caused,” he said.

“We hope that Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation would contribute to finding solutions and outlets for many of the
problems the agricultural sector is suffering, so as to ensure achievement of the
highest productivity standard of all agricultural crops and to contribute to providing
food to the greatest number of the world population,” he added.

Jose Graziano, director of the United Nations Agriculture and Food Organisation
(FAO), who was also present at the launch, praised the UAE for its diligent efforts
in providing food security for its citizens and residents, as well as its worldwide
contributions.

“The United Arab Emirates has already achieved the first of the Millennium
Developmental Goals, namely, concerning reduction of hunger, and succeeded in
maintaining malnutrition at levels lower than 5 per cent since 1990. The United
Arab Emirates has also sustained its position as the largest donor of foreign aid in
the world,” he said.

Five categories
The Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
The five categories:

-Distinguished Innovative Studies and Modern Technology, the winner will
receive Dh1 million

-Pioneering Development and Productive Projects, the winner will receive Dhl
million

-Distinguished Producers in the Date Palm Sector, the winner will receive
Dh750,000

-Pioneering and Sophisticated Innovations Serving the Agricultural Sector, the
winner will receive Dh750,000
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-Influential Figure in the field of date palm and agricultural innovation, the winner
will receive Dh750,000

When
-Applications open from May 1 to October 31,
-Winners will be announced in the second week of February 2017

-The honouring ceremony will be held in the second week of March 2017
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Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation launched

Wednesday 16 March 2016

ABU DHABI, 15th March, 2016 (WAM) -- The UAE is firmly committed to
research and studies that will contribute towards agricultural innovation, Sheikh
Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge
Development, said today at the official launch of the Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in Abu Dhabi.

The 2016 edition of the award saw a change in the initiative from previous years,
with higher emphasis on innovation as well as a significant increase in the prize
money, which has gone up from AED300,000 to AED1 million.

Jose Graziano, Director-General of the United Nations Agriculture and Food
Organisation (FAQO), senior officials and diplomats attended the ceremony today.

Launched in 2007 as the Khalifa International Date Palm Award by President His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the namesake of the award, the
initiative is aimed at supporting scientific research and development in the
agricultural and date palm sector, and to showcase the UAE’s efforts towards that
goal. Since then, hundreds of participants from around the world have taken part
in the initiative, which has also seen the award become the most prominent one in
the agriculture and date palm industry.

"Undoubtedly, this unique scientific award, honoured as it is identified with the
name of our father, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the UAE, the leader of its march and builder of its renaissance, would add a new
brick, lead to a quality leap and inaugurate a new phase in agricultural innovation
and development of the date palm sector at the Arab and international levels,"
Sheikh Nahyan said.
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"Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation has come
to complement the march of Khalifa International Date Palm Award which was
launched in 2007 and, over eight years, achieved great development and a lot of
accomplishments," he added.

Highlighting the importance of agriculture and its contribution to successful
civilisations, Sheikh Nahyan said, "The founding father of the UAE, the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, considered agriculture the bulwark of civilisation and
the main reason of progress and prosperity and a pillar of the economy of the
modern state," he said. "With determination, wisdom and will, he managed to
overpower difficulties and overcome obstacles to transform the desert into a green
paradise."”

The minister also said research into new innovative methods for agriculture
production was crucial to achieve food security.

"With wars and droughts, many regions in the world are witnessing and leading to
severe deficiency in food and imbalance of the world food security. It is [therefore]
very necessary to launch initiatives to motivate innovation, creativity, finding of
proper and effective solutions and providing research and studies that would
contribute to minimising the problems that such circumstances cause,” he said.

"We hope that Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation would contribute to finding solutions and outlets for many of the
problems the agricultural sector is suffering, so as to ensure achievement of the
highest productivity standard of all agricultural crops and to contribute towards
providing food to the greatest number of people in the world," he added.

Jose Graziano, director of the United Nations Agriculture and Food Organisation
(FAO), who was also present at the launch, praised the UAE for its diligent efforts
in providing food security for its citizens and residents, as well as its worldwide
contributions.

"The United Arab Emirates has already achieved the first of the Millennium
Developmental Goals, namely, concerning reduction of hunger, and succeeded in
maintaining malnutrition at levels lower than 5 per cent since 1990. The United
Arab Emirates has also sustained its position as the largest donor of foreign aid in
the world," he said.
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Applications for the award open from 1st May to 31st October.
Winners will be announced in the second week of February 2017 and the honouring
ceremony will be held in the second week of March 2017.

WAM/MMY'S

65



Khalegj Times

Abu Dhabi date palm award to focus on
innovation in agriculture

Wednesday 16 March 2016

PI’O]eCtS specmcally for arld and desert' reglons to be showcased

Silvia Radan/Abu Dhabi

The eighth Khalifa International Date Palm Award has broaden its scope, focusing
now on agriculture innovation. On Tuesday, Shaikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development and president of the
award's Board of Trustees, officially launched the new Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation (KIADPALI).

"The droughts the world is witnessing and the causes leading to decline of
agriculture call for work on creating new mechanisms and preparing constructive
studies and innovations to ensure development of this sector and its access to better
levels through motivation of experts, researchers and farmers to contribute their
ideas and pilot projects to ensure the achievement of this goal,” said Shaikh
Nahyan.

KIADPAI is divided into five categories, each awarding one winner.
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Winners of Distinguished Innovative Studies and Modern Technology category
and Pioneering Development and Productive Projects category will also get Dhl
million each while in Distinguished Producers in Date Palm Sector and Pioneering
and Sophisticated Innovations Serving the Agricultural Sector, the winners will be
given Dh750,000 each. Besides these, Influential Figure in the Field of Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation will be awarded Dh750,000.

While the award is international and the best agricultural projects and studies will
be considered, the jury will look out for innovations specifically for arid, desert
regions that can be applied in the UAE and Middle East in general.

Water scarcity, drastic change in weather cycles, extreme storms and floods or lack
of rain leading to severe draughts are all becoming more frequent, causing a decline
in crop yields.

According to Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAQO) of the United Nations,
some 795 million people in the world do not have enough food to lead a healthy
active life. That's about one in nine people on Earth.While agriculture is
increasingly affected by climate change, leaving ever more people hungry, the
world population is increasing fast.

"In the face of climate change, agricultural innovation is part of the solution for the
challenge we face today of feeding the world population,” said Dr Jose Graziano
da Silva, Director-General of FAO, who came to Abu Dhabi for the launch of
KIADPALI. He further pointed out that for years food security has been taken for
granted, but climate change has changed that perception.

"There is a close relation now between the impacts of climate change and food
security," stressed da Silva.

The UAE is kind of a laboratory now. What happens here today will help the world
in the future," he added. KIADPAI will receive entries for all its categories from
May 1 till October 31 with the winners being announced in February 2017 and
honoured in a special ceremony in March next year.

silvia@khaleejtimes.com
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Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation launched

Wednesday 16 March 2016

ABU DHABI, 15th March, 2016 (WAM) -- The UAE is firmly committed to
research and studies that will contribute towards agricultural innovation, Sheikh
Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture and Knowledge
Development, said today at the official launch of the Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in Abu Dhabi. The 2016 edition of the
award saw a change in the initiative from previous years, with higher emphasis on
innovation as well as a significant increase in the prize money, which has gone up
from AED300,000 to AED1 million. Jose Graziano, Director-General of the United
Nations Agriculture and Food Organisation (FAO), senior officials and diplomats
attended the ceremony today. Launched in 2007 as the Khalifa International Date
Palm Award by President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the
namesake of the award, the initiative is aimed at supporting scientific research and
development in the agricultural and date palm sector, and to showcase the UAE's
efforts towards that goal. Since then, hundreds of participants from around the
world have taken part in the initiative, which has also seen the award become the
most prominent one in the agriculture and date palm industry. "Undoubtedly, this
unique scientific award, honoured as it is identified with the name of our father,
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, the
leader of its march and builder of its renaissance, would add a new brick, lead to a
quality leap and inaugurate a new phase in agricultural innovation and development
of the date palm sector at the Arab and international levels," Sheikh Nahyan said.
"Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation has come
to complement the march of Khalifa International Date Palm Award which was
launched in 2007 and, over eight years, achieved great development and a lot of
accomplishments,” he added. Highlighting the importance of agriculture and its
contribution to successful civilisations, Sheikh Nahyan said, "The founding father
of the UAE, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, considered agriculture
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the bulwark of civilisation and the main reason of progress and prosperity and a
pillar of the economy of the modern state," he said. "With determination, wisdom
and will, he managed to overpower difficulties and overcome obstacles to
transform the desert into a green paradise.” The minister also said research into
new innovative methods for agriculture production was crucial to achieve food
security. "With wars and droughts, many regions in the world are witnessing and
leading to severe deficiency in food and imbalance of the world food security. It is
[therefore] very necessary to launch initiatives to motivate innovation, creativity,
finding of proper and effective solutions and providing research and studies that
would contribute to minimising the problems that such circumstances cause," he
said. "We hope that Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation would contribute to finding solutions and outlets for many of the
problems the agricultural sector is suffering, so as to ensure achievement of the
highest productivity standard of all agricultural crops and to contribute towards
providing food to the greatest number of people in the world,” he added. Jose
Graziano, director of the United Nations Agriculture and Food Organisation
(FAO), who was also present at the launch, praised the UAE for its diligent efforts
in providing food security for its citizens and residents, as well as its worldwide
contributions. "The United Arab Emirates has already achieved the first of the
Millennium Developmental Goals, namely, concerning reduction of hunger, and
succeeded in maintaining malnutrition at levels lower than 5 per cent since 1990.
The United Arab Emirates has also sustained its position as the largest donor of
foreign aid in the world," he said. Applications for the award open from 1st May
to 31st October. Winners will be announced in the second week of February 2017
and the honouring ceremony will be held in the second week of March 2017
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Excellence on show
Shelsh Nahyan hanours Or Salem Aoz former director-
o a

Yyesterday,

Date palm
award pushes
for innovation

EIGHTH EDITION LAYS EMPHASIS ON SEARCH

FOR SMARTER AGRICULTURAL METHODS
Ahoiaag h
SAMIZAATAR 5 categories
Sifwee Oistingusedt oiatr
Y m Tochngi-
Tissiams shamss-
ral fn-  Productive Projscts

s sgricult
novatio md ! Shaiih Dntmilfon price
Nalan Mubarak Al Nahyan: Deteghed e
Minister of vi- e ate Pan Secty:
Minister of ultoe and Yoo i

t, at the o]

Satiopnchofthe Knalia k-« pigneerng and Sopniticated

national Award fo Date Fatm e g the Agr
and Agricultura nnnmm In  cutuniSector
bt Dhat ostére Dh750,000 prize

The 2016 edtion s thesvrd et i th bk
has seen 2 change in the tnitia- ate palm s agraual
tiv from previous years, with s ouston DATS0000 s
higher emphasis on innovation

as well as amlnnm L
o the prize money

Appiications open from
e TR o S

Movarswtbearmoincedn
»wnmy faunched In 2007 ek of etruary 2017
a5 the Khalifa International Awards caremony In second
Date Palm Award by President week of March 2017
His Highness Shaikh
Zayed Al Nahyan, the inl-
:hlh" Is llmed at fil

Al Nahvan considered agricul
and devel mnmumotrmnuum ]
wmx i the s lg!mlmnl and 2 main progress ar
s rosperty and 4 4 Bilar of n-

date palm and m b
e uu.- UAE's efforts towa sconumy of o he
e S “With detemi

S e, undreds of par. wisdons and will, he managed
{lcipants fromaround thoworld. v overpower - difflcttics. (g
have taken part in the nitiative, grercome obstacles to change
Jehich has 3lso seen the award  the desert into 3 green par.
became the most. prominent  di, he sl

award In the agriculture and  The minister aso said ro-
datepalm indusry. search into new  innovative

it unique methods for agriculture pro.
ke g, boooured by duction was crucial o ashleve

haMing the name of our fa- food secu
ther, President. His
Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al ‘MMM
o, the leader of RS march “With wars and “droughts
ler of Its renaissance,  many regons in the woid are
Would 304 o e i coen Winessng and Jeading o e
2 quality feap and inaugurate a v
new phase at the leve] of mbalance of 1he oo food
cultural innovation and devel-  securly, it Is [thereiore very
Jpment of the date palm sector  recessary o lsunch Iniratives
he Ara and (nternationst  to innovation, crea
mm-' stk Nalyan said.  tiviy, inding of proper nd ef-
International Award  fective solutions and
P ‘i Agmcurst research and studies that would
Innovation has come to com-  contribute lo misimising the

plement the march of Khlifa  problems su h Steumstances
Intemational Date Palm Award nmum he said
which was launched in 2007 rector of
a0 over elght years, schieved 1he D Nations A,;mux

Al development anda lot ac-  and Food Organisation. (FAG).

mnpllshmnmx" he added. who as present at the launch,

yan spoke on the i~ praised the UAE for its diligent
P and s efforts in p food se-
Contiution 5 succesful i curity for its citizens and rei.
sating ents, as well as f1s worldwide

des
“Shaikh Zayed Bin Sultan  contributions
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Khalifa award for date palm held in AD

BY SHAMILA JAMALUDDIN

ABU DHABI: The eighth session
of the Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agriculture
innovation was held in Emirates
Palace, on March 15.

This year’s Khalifa Award launch-
ing ceremony honoured institutions
focusing on Agricultural Innovation.

Speaking at the award ceremony,
the FAO Director-General of the
United Nations, Dr José Graziano
da Silva, said that FAO is proud to
partner with the Khalifa Interna-
tional Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation Award.

“While we at FAO are looking for
new products to feed the hungry and
help farmers to overcome poverty and
face the challengesimposed by climate
change, we see the date palm tree as
a global model of resilience, and as

a product with a glorious past and a
promising future”, he added.

The aim of the award for date
palm and agricultural innovation is
to highlight the leading role of UAE
in boosting the process of creativity,
progress and innovation in the field
of date palm and agricultural sector.

It also aims to encourage people
involved in the agricultural sector
and date palm cultivation whether
researchers, growers, exporters or
institutions, as well as the world
companies and agencies to adopt such
innovations.

The ceremony was opened by
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak AlNahayan,
Minister of Culture, and Knowledge
Development and President of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa Inter-
national Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation.

Khalifa International Award for
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Date Palm and Agricultural Innova-
tion (KIADPALI) is a continued march
of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award (KIDPA) which waslaunched in
2007 and over eight years has achieved
great developments and progress.

The Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation’s five categories: Dis-
tinguished Innovative Studies and
Modern Technology, the winner will
receive Dhsl million, Pioneering
Development and Productive Proj-
ects, the winner will receive Dhsl
million, Distinguished Producers in
the Date Palm Sector, the winner will
receive Dhs750,000, Pioneering and
Sophisticated Innovations Serving
the Agricultural Sector, the winner
will receive Dhs750,000, Influential
Figure in the field of date palm and
agricultural innovation, the winner
will receive Dhs750,000.
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Khalifa award for date palm held in AD
Thursday 17 March 2016

By Shamila Jamaluddin

ABU DHABI: The eighth session of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agriculture innovation was held in Emirates Palace, on March 15.

This year’s Khalifa Award launching ceremony honoured institutions focusing on
Agricultural Innovation.

Speaking at the award ceremony, the FAO Director-General of the United Nations,
Dr José Graziano da Silva, said that FAO is proud to partner with the Khalifa
International Date Palm and  Agricultural Innovation  Award.

“While we at FAO are looking for new products to feed the hungry and help
farmers to overcome poverty and face the challenges imposed by climate change,
we see the date palm tree as a global model of resilience, and as a product with a
glorious past and a promising future”, he added.

The aim of the award for date palm and agricultural innovation is to highlight the
leading role of UAE in boosting the process of creativity, progress and innovation
in the field of date palm and agricultural sector.
It also aims to encourage people involved in the agricultural sector and date palm
cultivation whether researchers, growers, exporters or institutions, as well as the
world  companies and agencies to adopt such  innovations.

The ceremony was opened by Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
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Culture, and Knowledge Development and President of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation.

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
(KIADPALI) is a continued march of Khalifa International Date Palm Award
(KIDPA) which was launched in 2007 and over eight years has achieved great
developments and progress.

The Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation’s five
categories: Distinguished Innovative Studies and Modern Technology, the winner
will receive Dhsl million, Pioneering Development and Productive Projects, the
winner will receive Dhs1 million, Distinguished Producers in the Date Palm Sector,
the winner will receive Dhs750,000, Pioneering and Sophisticated Innovations
Serving the Agricultural Sector, the winner will receive Dhs750,000, Influential
Figure in the field of date palm and agricultural innovation, the winner will receive
Dhs750,000.
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