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Month: March. 2019

Page
# Publication Market Circulation Language No.
1 Al littihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 08
2 Al littihad UAE Online Arabic -
3 WAM UAE Online Arabic -
4 WAM UAE Online English -
5 WAM UAE Online English -
6 Al littihad UAE 95,000 Arabic 28
7 Al Khalegj UAE 14509 Arabic 11
8 Al Bayan UAE 14,114 Arabic 13
9 Al Watan UAE 2682 Arabic 08
10 Al Fajer UAE 2682 Arabic 22
11 Al littihad UAE Online Arabic -
12 Al Khalegj UAE Online Arabic -
13 Al Khalegj UAE Online Arabic -
14 Al Bayan UAE Online Arabic -
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15 Al Watan UAE Online Arabic -
16 Al Watan UAE Online Arabic -
17 The National UAE Online English --
18 Al Anbat News Jordan Online Arabic -
19 6060 News UAE Online English -
20 Saraha News Jordan Online Arabic -
21 Gulf Daily News UAE Online English --
22 SUNA Sudan Online Arabic -
23 Akhbarna net Jordan Online Arabic -
24 Okath Jordan Online Arabic -
25 Addustour News Jordan Online Arabic -
26 Al MARKEB Jordan Online Arabic -
27 Al mejhar News Jordan Online Arabic -
28 Oroba News Jordan Online Arabic -
29 ARN News |  --—--- Online Arabic -
30 Nabd News Jordan Online Arabic -
31 Morocenv Morocco Online Arabic -
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32 Mofa UAE Online English -

33 FAO Italy Online English --

34 FAO Italy Online Arabic --

35 Masress Egypt Online Arabic -
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UAE contributes $2 mn to FAQO's Red Weevil Control Fund

The United Arab Emirates, UAE, has announced the contribution of US$ 2 million to the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organisation's, FAO, regional programme to combat Red Palm Weevil, RPW, one
of the world’s most invasive pest species.

Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance, and President of the Board of Trustees
of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, made the announcement
during the opening session of the Conference of Agricultural Ministers of the World’s Date Producing
and Processing Countries in Abu Dhabi today.

Sheikh Nahyan said Mariam Hareb Almheiri, Minister of State for Food Security, will, in cooperation
with the award, supervise the management and coordination of the UAE national programme to combat
to the RPW in cooperation with the FAO, which will host the multi-donor credit fund and provide it with
a high calibre base of technical experts in order to help member states to build national capacities to fight
the RPW. Mariam Almbheiri opened the conference on behalf of Sheikh Nahyan.

Organised by the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in collaboration
with the Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, MOCCAE, and the FAO, the two-day conference
aims to develop a framework strategy for the eradication of the RPW, in addition to endorsing the
establishment of a credit fund to finance its implementation.

"The UAE has spared no efforts to support the date palm sector locally, regional and globally and it is
organising more than 15 dates festivals inside the UAE, 5 international festivals for Egyptian dates
and two festivals for Jordanian dates and one for Sudanese dates," he stated.

"The UAE has contributed financial support anti-red weevil programmes in cooperation with regional and
international organisations and stakeholders. It is important to support the FAO's credit fund to enable it
develop a framework strategy for the eradication of the transboundary pest," he added.

The ministry says two-thirds of the UAE’s agricultural land is dedicated to cultivating date palms, and
dates constitute 60 percent of its agricultural produce. Efforts to preserve the fruit-bearing trees have led
to the UAE becoming the fourth-largest date-exporting country in the world with an 8.5 percent market
share.

FAO says the RPW is among the greatest threats to palm trees worldwide. To date, the pest has caused
losses to over 50 million farms. In the Mediterranean countries alone, the damage is estimated at euro 483
million. The conference will help address these challenges and advance the fight against the red palm
weevil.

RPW is one of the world’s major invasive pest species and is the single most destructive pest of some 40
palm species worldwide.

RPW was detected in the Gulf region during the mid-eighties. Over the last three decades the weevil has
spread rapidly through the Middle East and North Africa, affecting almost every country in the region. In
total, it has now been detected in more than 60 countries including France, Greece, Italy, Spain and parts
of the Caribbean and Central America.
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Palm trees are an important resource for many communities in the Middle East and North Africa. Dates
have been a basic food staple for centuries, and are now an important economic crop.

More than seven million tonnes of dates are produced annually. In total, around 100 million date palm
trees are cultivated today, 60 percent of them in Arab countries.

RPW has significant socio-economic impact on the date palm production sector and livelihoods of farmers
in affected areas. The weevil causes economic losses in the millions of dollars annually, whether through
lost production or pest-control costs.

In Gulf countries and the Middle East,$8 million is lost each year through removal of severely-infested
trees alone.

Integrated pest control methods such as the targeted and reduced use of insecticides and bio-pesticides,
low-cost, highly-sensitive microphones that can detect larvae feeding inside a tree, pheromone-based
traps, drones, remote-sensing, and sniffer dogs are essential to contain the pest’s spread.

WAM/Tariq alfaham
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Red Palm Weevil threatens food security and livelihoods, but it can be contained and
also eradicated: FAO chief

The Near East and North African countries can count on FAQ's unwavering support in their fight to
contain the spread of Red Palm Weevil, PW, one of the world's most invasive pest species, the UN
agency's Director-General, José Graziano da Silva, said today.

Addressing the Red Palm Weevil Donor Meeting in Abu Dhabi today, Graziano da Silva thanked the
United Arab Emirates,UAE, including H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of
Tolerance, and President of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, for hosting the event.

The meeting, co-organized by the UAE Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, MOCCAE, the
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and FAO, brings together
agriculture ministers from the Near East and North Africa region and key regional and international
organizations.

Graziano da Silva praised the UAE's $2 million contribution to FAQO's five-year regional programme to
combat RPW. The funding was announced by Mariam Hareb Almheiri, Minister of State for Food
Security, on behalf of Sheikh Nahyan, during today's meeting.

The FAO Director-General also thanked Libya for pledging $250,000 and confirmed that FAO will
continue promoting regional and international collaboration aimed at controlling and eradicating the pest.
Previous contributions include $2 million from Saudi Arabia and $100,000 from Oman.

"Containing, controlling and ultimately eradicating the Red Palm Weevil is possible and FAO is at the
forefront of efforts in this regard," Graziano da Silva said.

The Red Palm Weevil, an insect originating in South East Asia that has spread rapidly through the Near
East and North Africa, is the most dangerous and destructive pest of palm trees worldwide. Feeding on
the trees' growing tissue from the inside, it is particularly difficult to detect during the early stages of
infestation.

Along with other palm species, the transboundary pest threatens the data palm, which, Graziano da Silva
said, "has a long heritage for sustaining human lives and livelihoods in hot and arid areas” and is a
"fundamental source of income and food security for rural communities as well as a significant contributor
to the national economies of the region's countries.

This is particularly the case in the Arab Region, which accounts for some 77 percent of world date
production as well as almost 70 percent of global date exports.

FAQ's five-year regional Red Palm Weevil programme will benefit all countries in the Near East and
North Africa region and is expected to reach millions of farmers. The total cost of the programme is $20
million In his speech at today's donor meeting, Graziano da Silva outlined the programme, which focuses
on three interrelated elements: research, capacity development and, transfer of knowledge and technology.
The programme, the FAO Director-General noted, is underpinned by an integrated pest-management
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approach, one that has been particularly successful in Mauritania where the spread of Red Palm Weevil
has been curbed, mostly thanks to the active participation of farmers and their cooperatives.

Two years ago, FAO hosted a Scientific Consultation and High-Level Meeting in Rome to unite the efforts
to tackle the Red Palm Weevil. FAO has also joined forces with important partners, such as the Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation; the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development; the International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas, the International
Center for Biosaline Agriculture, and the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari (CIHEAM).

FAO is developing simple yet powerful tools to assist farmers in better monitoring and managing the Red
Palm Weevil. A mobile app, SusaHamra, is used to collect standard data when inspecting and treating
palms and checking pheromone traps for Red Palm Weevil. A global platform is being established for
mapping field data and analytics for better decision making. Remote sensing is being combined with
artificial intelligence to map palm trees for improved monitoring of Red Palm Weevil spread.

WAM/Tariq alfaham/Hassan Bashir
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Collaboration is the key to eradicating the red palm weevil

The region's ecological problems are a shared responsibility. By working
together, we can rise to their challenges

There are few things more evocative of the Arab world than the date palm. A widely enjoyed
staple in the UAE for more than 7,000 years, mentioned in the Quran more than 20 times and
traditionally eaten to break the fast during Ramadan, its fruit is so embedded in the culture and
identity of the region that any challenge to its existence seems unimaginable. Now, these
majestic trees face a very real threat. The red palm weevil is a deadly pest that infects trees and
destroys them from the inside out. Capable of laying waste to entire groves, it migrated from
Asia in the 1980s and is now ravaging crops further afield, with millions of dollars’ worth of
damage reported across the Mediterranean.

While the number of afflicted trees in the UAE is not known, approximately 90 per cent of the
world’s dates are grown in the Middle East and North Africa. Accordingly, the UN estimates
that the palm weevil has the potential to destroy the livelihoods of millions of farmers. It also
poses a serious challenge to food security. It was against this grim backdrop that agriculture
ministers and experts from across the region gathered in Abu Dhabi on Saturday for a
conference dedicated to halting the insect in its tracks. The UAE has pledged $2 million
(Dh7.3m) to a fund established by the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation in
support of a five-year plan to eradicate the red palm weevil. Other donors include Saudi Arabia,
Oman and Libya.

@" www.kiaai.ae sg@kiaai.ae 0 O @ o @kiadpai @ khalifainternationalaward @ Khalifa International Award


https://www.thenational.ae/lifestyle/home/your-guide-to-uae-dates-the-al-ain-farm-to-know-the-varieties-and-how-to-grow-your-own-palms-1.835033
https://www.thenational.ae/opinion/comment/with-solidarity-and-generosity-we-can-eliminate-the-red-palm-weevil-1.834103
https://www.thenational.ae/uae/government/uae-pledges-2m-in-fight-against-killer-date-palm-pest-1.835002
https://www.thenational.ae/uae/government/uae-pledges-2m-in-fight-against-killer-date-palm-pest-1.835002

The programme includes the training of 3.2 million farmers in pest management — a vital step,
given that the weevil burrows its way into tree trunks and is notoriously difficult to spot — and
tightening up quarantine systems that have allowed it to spread via imported plants. The
initiative is also embracing technology, with specialised mobile apps and drones being deployed
to detect and combat infestations. It is clear that the only way to tackle the region’s shared
ecological challenges is to collaborate and share knowledge. Fortunately, this is a strategy
routinely embraced by the UAE. In the words of Mariam Al Mehairi, Minister of State for Food
Security: “To eradicate it we need to work together... This is a cross-border pest."

https://www.thenational.ae/opinion/editorial/collaboration-is-the-key-to-eradicating-the-red-palm-weevil-1.835321
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DAILY NEWS

Red Palm Weevil threatens food security and livelihoods, but it can be
contained and also eradicated: FAO chi

The Near East and North African countries can count on FAO’s unwavering support in their fight to contain
the spread of Red Palm Weevil, PW, one of the world’s most invasive pest species, the UN agency’s Director-
General, José Graziano da Silva, said today.

Addressing the Red Palm Weevil Donor Meeting in Abu Dhabi today, Graziano da Silva thanked the United
Arab Emirates,UAE, including H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Presidential Affairs, and Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance, and
President of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, for hosting the event.

The meeting, co-organized by the UAE Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, MOCCAE, the Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and FAO, brings together agriculture
ministers from the Near East and North Africa region and key regional and international organizations.

Graziano da Silva praised the UAE’s $2 million contribution to FAO’s five-year regional programme to
combat RPW. The funding was announced by Mariam Hareb Almheiri, Minister of State for Food Security,
on behalf of Sheikh Nahyan, during today’s meeting.

The FAO Director-General also thanked Libya for pledging $250,000 and confirmed that FAO will continue
promoting regional and international collaboration aimed at controlling and eradicating the pest. Previous
contributions include $2 million from Saudi Arabia and $100,000 from Oman.

Containing, controlling and ultimately eradicating the Red Palm Weevil is possible and FAO is at the
forefront of efforts in this regard,” Graziano da Silva said.

The Red Palm Weevil, an insect originating in South East Asia that has spread rapidly through the Near East
and North Africa, is the most dangerous and destructive pest of palm trees worldwide. Feeding on the trees’
growing tissue from the inside, it is particularly difficult to detect during the early stages of infestation.

Along with other palm species, the transboundary pest threatens the data palm, which, Graziano da Silva
said, “has a long heritage for sustaining human lives and livelihoods in hot and arid areas” and is a
“fundamental source of income and food security for rural communities as well as a significant contributor
to the national economies of the region’s countries.

This is particularly the case in the Arab Region, which accounts for some 77 percent of world date
production as well as almost 70 percent of global date exports.
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FAQ’s five-year regional Red Palm Weevil programme will benefit all countries in the Near East and North
Africa region and is expected to reach millions of farmers. The total cost of the programme is $20 million

In his speech at today’s donor meeting, Graziano da Silva outlined the programme, which focuses on three
interrelated elements: research, capacity development and, transfer of knowledge and technology. The
programme, the FAO Director-General noted, is underpinned by an integrated pest-management approach,
one that has been particularly successful in Mauritania where the spread of Red Palm Weevil has been
curbed, mostly thanks to the active participation of farmers and their cooperatives.

Two years ago, FAO hosted a Scientific Consultation and High-Level Meeting in Rome to unite the efforts
to tackle the Red Palm Weevil. FAQ has also joined forces with important partners, such as the Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation; the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development; the International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas, the International Center
for Biosaline Agriculture, and the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari (CIHEAM).

FAO is developing simple yet powerful tools to assist farmers in better monitoring and managing the Red
Palm Weevil. A mobile app, SusaHamra, is used to collect standard data when inspecting and treating palms
and checking pheromone traps for Red Palm Weevil. A global platform is being established for mapping
field data and analytics for better decision making. Remote sensing is being combined with artificial
intelligence to map palm trees for improved monitoring of Red Palm Weevil spread.

https://qulfdailynews.net/emirates/emirates-news-agency-red-palm-weevil-threatens-food-
security-and-livelihoods-but-it-can-be-contained-and-also-eradicated-fao-chief/
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UAE contributes $2 mn to FAO's Red Weevil Control Fund

The United Arab Emirates, UAE, has announced the contribution of US$ 2 million to the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organisation's, FAO, regional programme to combat Red Palm Weevil, RPW, one of the
world’s most invasive pest species.

Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance, and President of the Board of Trustees of the
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, made the announcement during the
opening session of the Conference of Agricultural Ministers of the World’s Date Producing and Processing
Countries in Abu Dhabi today.

Sheikh Nahyan said Mariam Hareb Almbheiri, Minister of State for Food Security, will, in cooperation with
the award, supervise the management and coordination of the UAE national programme to combat to the RPW
in cooperation with the FAO, which will host the multi-donor credit fund and provide it with a high calibre
base of technical experts in order to help member states to build national capacities to fight the RPW. Mariam
Almbheiri opened the conference on behalf of Sheikh Nahyan.

Organised by the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in collaboration with
the Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, MOCCAE, and the FAQO, the two-day conference aims to
develop a framework strategy for the eradication of the RPW, in addition to endorsing the establishment of a
credit fund to finance its implementation.

"The UAE has spared no efforts to support the date palm sector locally, regional and globally and it is
organising more than 15 dates festivals inside the UAE, 5 international festivals for Egyptian dates

and two festivals for Jordanian dates and one for Sudanese dates," he stated.

"The UAE has contributed financial support anti-red weevil programmes in cooperation with regional and
international organisations and stakeholders. It is important to support the FAO's credit fund to enable it
develop a framework strategy for the eradication of the transboundary pest," he added.

The ministry says two-thirds of the UAE’s agricultural land is dedicated to cultivating date palms, and dates
constitute 60 percent of its agricultural produce. Efforts to preserve the fruit-bearing trees have led to the UAE
becoming the fourth-largest date-exporting country in the world with an 8.5 percent market share.

FAO says the RPW is among the greatest threats to palm trees worldwide. To date, the pest has caused losses
to over 50 million farms. In the Mediterranean countries alone, the damage is estimated at euro 483 million.
The conference will help address these challenges and advance the fight against the red palm weevil.

RPW is one of the world’s major invasive pest species and is the single most destructive pest of some 40 palm
species worldwide.

RPW was detected in the Gulf region during the mid-eighties. Over the last three decades the weevil has
spread rapidly through the Middle East and North Africa, affecting almost every country in the region. In total,
it has now been detected in more than 60 countries including France, Greece, Italy, Spain and parts of the
Caribbean and Central America.
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Palm trees are an important resource for many communities in the Middle East and North Africa. Dates have
been a basic food staple for centuries, and are now an important economic crop.

More than seven million tonnes of dates are produced annually. In total, around 100 million date palm trees
are cultivated today, 60 percent of them in Arab countries.

RPW has significant socio-economic impact on the date palm production sector and livelihoods of farmers in
affected areas. The weevil causes economic losses in the millions of dollars annually, whether through lost
production or pest-control costs.

In Gulf countries and the Middle East,$8 million is lost each year through removal of severely-infested trees
alone.

Integrated pest control methods such as the targeted and reduced use of insecticides and bio-pesticides, low-
cost, highly-sensitive microphones that can detect larvae feeding inside a tree, pheromone-based traps, drones,
remote-sensing, and sniffer dogs are essential to contain the pest’s spread.

https://www.mofa.gov.ae/EN/MediaCenter/News/Pages/09-03-2019-UAE-UAE-.aspx
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Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations

Red Palm Weevil threatens food security and livelihoods, but
It can be contained and also eradicated

The Near East and North African countries can count on FAQO's unwaivering support in their fight to contain the
spread of Red Palm Weevil one of the world's most invasive pest species, the UN agency's Director-General, José
Graziano da Silva, said today.

Addressing the Red Palm Weevil Donor Meeting in Abu Dhabi, Graziano da Silva thanked the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) including Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Presidential Affairs, and Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister for Tolerance, for hosting the event.

The meeting, co-organized by the UAE Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, the Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and FAO, brings together agriculture ministers from the Near
East and North Africa region and key regional and international organizations.

Graziano da Silva praised the UAE's $2 million contribution to FAO's five-year regional programme to combat
Red Palm Weevil. The funding was announced by Mariam Al Mehairi, UAE Minister of State for Food Security,
during today's meeting.

The FAO Director-General also thanked Libya for pledging $250,000 and the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development for pledging $100,000. “"FAO will continue promoting regional and international collaboration aimed
at controlling and eradicating the pest", he added. Previous contributions include $2 million from Saudi Arabia and
$100,000 from Oman.

"Containing, controlling and ultimately eradicating the Red Palm Weevil is possible and FAO is at the forefront of
efforts in this regard," Graziano da Silva said.

The Red Palm Weevil, an insect originating in South East Asia that has spread rapidly through the Near East and
North Africa, is the most dangerous and destructive pest of palm trees worldwide. Feeding on the trees' growing
tissue from the inside, it is particularly difficult to detect during the early stages of infestation.

Along with other palm species, the transboundary pest threatens the data palm, which, Graziano da Silva said, "has
a long heritage for sustaining human lives and livelihoods in hot and arid areas™ and is a "fundamental source of
income and food security for rural communities as well as a significant contributor to the national economies of
the region's countries.
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This is particularly the case in the Arab Region, which accounts for some 77 percent of world date production as
well as almost 70 percent of global date exports.

FAO's role and required support

FAO's five-year regional Red Palm Weevil programme will benefit all countries in the Near East and North Africa
region and is expected to reach millions of farmers. The total cost of the programme is $20 million

In his speech at today's donor meeting, Graziano da Silva outlined the programme, which focuses on three
interrelated elements: research, capacity development and, transfer of knowledge and technology. The programme,
the FAO Director-General noted, is underpinned by an integrated pest-management approach, one that has been
particularly successful in Mauritania where the spread of Red Palm Weevil has been curbed, mostly thanks to the
active participation of farmers and their cooperatives.

Two years ago, FAO hosted a Scientific Consultation and High-Level Meeting in Rome to unite the efforts to
tackle the Red Palm Weevil. FAO has also joined forces with important partners, such as the Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation; the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development; the
International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas, the International Center for Biosaline Agriculture,
and the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari (CIHEAM).

FAO is developing simple yet powerful tools to assist farmers in better monitoring and managing the Red Palm
Weevil. A mobile app, SusaHamra, is used to collect standard data when inspecting and treating palms and
checking pheromone traps for Red Palm Weevil. A global platform is being established for mapping field data and
analytics for better decision making. Remote sensing is being combined with artificial intelligence to map palm
trees for improved monitoring of Red Palm Weevil spread.

/http://www.fao.org/neareast/news/view/en/c/1184682
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